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tax returns! 


$50 joint return reviews 
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Professionals from American Family. 
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The Twin Cities GLBT Brunch Bunch 
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brunch scene and enjoy a 
delicious meal while having 
great conversation with a 
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Steve Burns, Ph.D. 
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Therapy Center 2324 University Ave. W., Suite 100 


“We wondered how we would be treated when 
shopping for wedding rings as a lesbian couple. 
We visited three other jewelry stores before 
going to Wedding Day Diamonds... 

Our sales person, Lindsay, listened 
and helped us find the perfect rings.’ 


-Dianne S. (Yelp review) 


(Wrong Day 


DIAMONDS 
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$50 OFF your wedding band purchase of $350 or more! 
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FROM THE EDITOR | BY ANDY LIEN 


The New Normal 


Lavender first issue was published in June of 1995. In purple and 
black ink on newsprint paper, the background images include some gen- 
der nonconforming folks, a drag queen, some women practicing martial 
arts, and people wearing what appear to be political buttons. The cover 
story asked “What’s NORMAL, Anyway?” which deconstructed how 
various community members felt about the term “normal” in 1995. 499 
issues later, we still don’t have that answer. What is normal? What’s the 
norm? Who wants to be normed? 

Depending on your perspective, everything and nothing is normal. 
The norm may be conformity or "passing" or staying in the closet or 
appearing heterosexual in one's homosexuality; it also may be good or 
bad, depending on who craves or rejects being normed. Who is belong- 
ing to what and at what cost? Or, as this commmunity can relate, who is 
excluded from what and at what cost? What we've done for 500 issues is 
present countless images and stories about what a new normal can look 
like, a normal that is inclusive; a normal that can be exemplified by the 
image on our cover. From marriage rights to families to arts to sports to 
news to religion to the various groups within this community, Lavender 
presents the community to itself as well as to the larger society. 

What’s normal, anyway? It’s up to you, which is why our job is to am- 
plify the messages, stories, and images of this community. Giving more 
information about this community allows those within—as well as those 
who don’t identify as part of the Gay, Lesbian, Bisexual, Transgender, or 
Allied community—ways to find what is relevant and resonant within their 
own lives. Ways to relate, ways to empathize, ways to redefine "normal." 

How have we done this? Lavender Media encompasses more than 
the 500 issues you may have held in your hands over the past 19 years; 
it also includes a substantial online presence with multiple websites, vid- 
eos, podcasts, and our social networking messages, as well as frequent 
and popular events like First Thursdays around the Twin Cities. As an 
independently gay-owned and -operated business, Lavender is a debt- 
free publicatoin that has seen great growth, both locally and regionally 
(and globally, considering that 34 of our audience is reading us online, 
for free). Lavender serves the community by being accessible to all. Our 
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commitment to excellence, sound business model, and quality employ- 
ees have allowed us to use technology to expand our reach with each 
passing year. 

Lavender Magazine is available at over 900 distribution sites, every two 
weeks; LavenderMagazine.com hosted a quarter of a million unique us- 
ers last year; BigGayNews.com has over 61,100 Twitter followers (@Big- 
GayNews) and is published in 12 languages (English, French, Spanish, 
Czech, Greek, Korean, Chinese, Russian, Portugese, Italian, Dutch, and 
German); over 16,000 people have free subscriptions to Lavender via News- 
stand on iPads and iPhones; Lavender has over 3,800 Twitter followers 
(@lavmag) and more than 5,500 "Likes" on Facebook; all of Lavender's 
advertisers get increased online and mobile visbility on our Friends of 
Community Map (FOCMap.com) platform each year; and our breadth 
and depth only continues to grow. Simply put, Lavender Media has been 
presenting the world with a new normal for going on 20 years. 

The new normal is well illustrated by the members of our community 
on the cover of this commemorative issue. But, any one of the photos in 
this issue could’ve been considered a cover photo for the new normal, as 
each is a snapshot of our community in the Twin Cities. We may not con- 
sider ourselves to be similar to all of the people in these pages, but we're all 
in this community together. It’s a beautiful thing, acceptance. Being open 
to who can be a member of our club is just as important as what it’s like for 
this club to be accepted by the larger society in which we're all already а 
part, as citizens in our towns, states, and country. In this case, the smiling 
trio wearing the “Love makes a family” t-shirts tells us that not only do 
they belong in our community, but that more than what's been considered 
"normal" can make a family. Love makes a family: love of partners, friends, 
pets, teammates, coworkers, doorknockers, congregants...our families of 
choice, rather than families of relation, are just as normal as any family. 

So, thank you for letting us continue to present to the world what the 
rainbow community in the Twin Cities is: the new normal. B 


With you and with thanks, 


JERRY A. BURG 
ATT ORNEY AT Law 


PROVIDING THE BEST IN DOWNTOWN LIVING Over 20 Years Eee EE in: 
Family Law | Criminal Defense | Employment Law 


612.347.8088 | FritzKroll.com 


Edina Realty. сп 3009 Holmes Ave. 5. • Minneapolis • (612) 822-0865 


www.jerryaburg.com 


о 
M S NN È 


EDWARD MIRELL 


BE NOTICED 


Galleria • 69th & France • Edina 
952-926-2455 • www.sjewelers.com 
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А WORD IN EDGEWISE | ВУ Е.В. BOATNER 


Heres [o Many, Many More! 


It seems only yesterday I wrote my first piece for Lavender number 
152. Now, in the blink of an eye, it's the magazine's milestone 500th issue! 

Of the many things I could relate about my Lavender experiences 
from April, 2001, to July, 2014, the most important and affecting have 
been the opportunities afforded me to encounter people and events that 
might otherwise not have crossed my radar. Take the magical evening 
of Hennepin Theatre Trust's annual SpotLight Showcase we attended 
June 8 at the Orpheum Theatre. The SpotLight Musical Theatre Pro- 
gram, now in its ninth year, is open to any Minnesota public, private, or 
parochial school, and features the talents of some 5,400 students from 
67 participating Minnesota high schools. 

'The atmosphere in the Orpheum that night was electric; cheers, pho- 
tographs, a susurration of teenage (and adult) theater energy. We sat 
next to proud parents whose freshman son was in the chorus of Eagan 
High School's production, All Shook Up; together with the other parents, 
friends, and relatives, they cheered as they saw their kids’ hard work 
coming to fruition. 

And work it is. Not only the original show, produced and performed 


during the school year, but now, a full week at the Orpheum, practicing 
the medleys and routines for tonight's big show. Musicals are intricate, 
collaborative efforts, involving many more individuals than are seen on 
the stage. They, too, were honored, the techies, lighting and sound tech- 
nicians, assistant directors, choreographers, set and costume designers, 
stage managers-the unseen multitudes who erect the armature upon 
which a musical is built. 

From my arrival in Minneapolis back in December of 2000, through 
my assignments at Lavender, I knew I was blessed to be in a veritable 
Land of 10,000 Theaters. I was privileged to be able to see many marvel- 
ous shows. But while marvelous shows are, well, marvelous, this recent 
glimpse of the Hennepin Theatre Trust's SpotLight Program made me 
realize just how deep is their commitment, not only to bringing superb 
theater to the Twin Cities, but to enabling Minnesota youth to flourish 
and become the theater forces of the future. 

And so, continuing on to the magazine's future, issues 501 and be- 
yond, I look forward to enjoying yet further new Lavender-borne adven- 
tures and revelations. 


DR. KAREN A. HEUER 


/ 


Over 22,000 successful 
procedures performed! 


Treating nearsightedness, 
farsightedness & astigmatism 
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| LASIK DOCTORS 


Joffe Lifetime of Care Policy to stand 
behind every patient's treatment 


Experienced & Caring Team of Healthcare Professionals 


LL 866-685-6994 OR V 


Joffe Custom LASIK 
ONE OF THE MOST 
EXPERIENCED 


« IN MINNEAPOLIS 


Joffe MediCenter: 5495 Custom ! 


Custom LASIK up to 40% 
below the national average 
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RETROSPECTIVE | BY GEORGE HOLDGRAFER 


A Reflection on Two Decades 


Lavender Celebrates 500th 

Issue and 20th Year 

For any publication, its 500th 
issue and 20th year are certainly 
reasons to celebrate. Lavenders 
current issue is number 500, and 
the magazine began its 20th year in 
early June. It's a time to look back 
on two glorious decades in our pub- 
lication's history. 

In the spring of 1995, Lavender 
cofounders Stephen Rocheford and 
I set out to launch a magazine that 
would both serve the Minnesota 
GLBT community and remain fi- 
nancially viable for the long term. 
Our mission statement reflects that 
goal: "To appeal to the greatest 
number of Minnesota GLBT read- 
ers, and direct them to our adver- 
tisers." The first issue of Lavender 
debuted on June 9, 1995. We chose 
the publication's name because the 
color lavender has always been as- 
sociated with GLBT folks for time 
immemorial, as Judy Grahn points 
out in her classic Another Mother — > 
Tongue: Gay Words, Gay Worlds. 

From the early 1970s to 1995, some 25 local GLBT publications ap- 
peared and then disappeared. Most notably, the newspapers GLC Voice, 
Equal Time, and Gaze each lasted for about a decade. Continuing this 
trend, some ten publishing ventures suffered the same fate after 1995. 
Across the United States, too, a bevy of national and local publications 
has gone under in that time frame. 

On the other hand, Lavender has thrived for two decades because it 
has been financially stable from the outset, thanks to the tremendous 
support of a host of advertisers over the years. In addition, Lavender’s 
magazine format has proved to be popular with readers and advertisers, 
in contrast with the newspapers of yesteryear. 

Lavender has continually improved the look of the publication since 
1995. In 1998, it started to use full color throughout, and in 2005, it began 
to print on all glossy paper. Plus, the magazine's design has frequently 
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been enhanced. Along with its look, 
Lavender has offered a superlative 
cornucopia of content of interest to 
readers in the GLBT community 
and its allies. The print magazine 
is available at more than 900 distri- 
bution sites locally and regionally. 
As well, Lavenders growing online 
offerings reach many thousands of 
additional readers. 

Тће backbone of Lavenders 
success has always been the people 
who have put together the maga- 
zine every other week for 500 is- 
sues. The present staff includes 
the following six (listed by their 
name, their position, and the year 
they joined the publication) who, 
along with the cofounders, have 
been with Lavender for a decade or 
more: Barry Leavitt, Sales & Adver- 
tising Director (1999); Pierre Tar- 
dif, Vice President and CC (1999); 
Carolyn Lima, Chief Financial Of- 
ficer (2001); Sophia Hantzes, Pho- 
tographer (2000); Suzanne Farrell, 
Senior Account Executive (2001); 
Hubert Bonnet, Creative Director 
(2004); and Austin Lindstrom, Administrative Assistant (2004). In ad- 
dition, contributors Steve Lenius and John Townsend have been with 
the magazine from the first issue, and contributor Carla Waldemar came 
on board in 2001. However, a host of other staff and contributors has 
brought Lavender to the GLBT community over the past two decades. 

When Lavender debuted in 1995, same-sex marriage was just emerg- 
ing as the key issue for the Minnesota GLBT community. Now, things 
have come full circle with the Minnesota Legislature's enactment of 
same-sex marriage last year. And Lavender will be there to inform our 
readers about future developments for GLBT people and allies. 

Given Lavender's present strong position, in line with the vision of co- 
founders Rocheford and me, the magazine's future looks bright indeed. 
We thank our readers and advertisers for helping us to reach our historic 
500th issue and 20th year. B 
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"BEAR" WITH МЕ (WHILE I 
TELL YOU ABOUT)... | 
BY BARRY LEAVITT 


PAWS ON GRAND 

August З * 1lam-4pm 

Grand Avenue * St. Paul 

It’s our Summer Pride in Pets issue, so 

I need to include at least one pet event. 
Celebrate the dog days of summer on St. 
Paul's Grand Avenue with Paws on Grand! 
Grand Avenue businesses partner with lo- 
cal rescue groups to pamper and celebrate 
four-legged friends all along the Avenue. 
Gather up giveaways, relax on a pet- 
friendly restaurant patio, learn about pet 
adoption, support rescue groups, and pose 
for the popular pet photo contest! Visit 
www.grandave.com/events/paws-grand 
for more information. 


SOAP BOXING – EROTICA SLAM 
August 4 е 8pm 

Camp Bar • 490 N. Robert St., 

St. Paul 

The St. Paul Soap Boxing Poetry Slam is 
one of the few slam communities to have 
not only won the National Poetry Slam, 
but to have won it twice (2009 & 2010). 
The Soap Boxing Poetry Slam is the 
home to some of the best spoken word 
& performance poetry in the country. 

It consistently delivers an intense and 
moving experience and is a hub for one 
of the most vibrant artistic communities 
in Minnesota. Visit www.camp-bar.net for 
more information. 


TOM GOSS LIVE 

August 8 е Орт 

Mattie’s on Мат • 43 Main St. SE, 
Minneapolis 

Tom Goss, DC based singer-songwriter 
whose pop/rock style and sensitive spirit 
has earned him a growing national follow- 
ing, is returning to Minneapolis. His 3-day 
Midwest tour comes on the heels of his 
new album release, “Wait”. Music videos 
are an integral part of Tom’s work, and his 
last release, “Bears,” which is a whimsical 
take on his self-professed infatuation with 
Bears, received millions of hits internation- 
ally. His most recent release, “Illuminate 
the Dark”, is about seeing people without 
judgment. It stars Iraq veteran, amputee 
and now model, Alex Minsky, as well as 
transgender performer, Joelle Baya-Uzuri. 
Visit http://mattiesonmain.com/event/ 
tom-goss/ for more information. в 


Custom Western Red Cedar Fencing 
Maintenance Free PVC & Ornamental Designs 


| Serving the Entire Metro Area For Over 30 Years 
= 651-457-5227 www.LandmarkFence.com 


nc License #20267728 


Creating LIFESTYLE 


Building and Remodeling unique Twin Cities homes since 1977 
| ә те. #BC006077 


Кисћеп Trends ТОР 50 American Kitchen 
of 2013-14 by Trends Publishing. 


VUJOVICH 
612-338-2020 
BUSINESS vujovich.com 


PROUDLY FEATURING 


Built around you: 


5 ACCREDITED 
3BE 


LAVENDERMAGAZINE.COM | 19 


OUR LAVENDER 


RETROSPECTIVE | BY JOHN TOWNSEND 


SEASONS OF CHANGE 


Looking Back at Performing Arts & the 
Evolution of a Community 


I have written for Lavender ever since the beginning when it was 
Lavender Lifestyles and the landscape was very different. Looking back 
it was about navigating shifts of consciousness, community divisions, 
and learning curves, including my own. Transgender issues were only 
just beginning to gain acceptance among gays and lesbians. Much of 
the community was still ghettoized and not living comfortably out- 
side “safe zones.” Bi and gay men were still irrationally thought to be 
pedophiles by an ignorant critical mass of the population. The terms 
“dyke” and “breeder” were more commonly used within the commu- 
nity than they are now. 

The previous publications I had written for, termed “gay and lesbian” 
publications, were packed with reportage on HIV/AIDS but as Lavender 
came into being we were seeing that the activism of the previous decade 
had resulted in significant improvements in treatment and life longev- 
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The Full Monty. Photo by Michal Daniel 


ity. It was also a time when Senator Jesse Helms (R-NC) had activated 
a strong anti-queer and anti-feminist crusade to dismantle the National 
Endowment for the Arts (NEA), in which Minneapolis arts organizations 
such as the Walker Art Center and Patrick's Cabaret were caught in the 
crossfires of. The Walker's John Killacky and the Cabaret's Patrick Scul- 
ly were controversial figures both locally and nationally. Killacky invited 
me, as a journalist, to his office to watch a video of Rush Limbaugh's 
attack on the Ron Athey controversy that originated at Patrick's Cabaret. 

It was also a time of face-off between the anti-pornography femi- 
nism of Andrea Dworkin and Catherine MacKinnon v. an emerging 
sex-positive feminism of libertarian feminists bonded with a new gen- 
eration of women. Both Dworkin and MacKinnon had local support, but 
then veteran gay activists like Phil Willkie, Dean Amundson, and David 
Thorstad formed strong bonds to counter that. If you wonder why gay 


Two Queens One Castle, Take Me Out. 
Photo by Ann Marsden 


and bi men were so involved with this issue it’s because of 
the historical connection the gay movement had—and con- 
tinues to have—with the women’s movement and the nec- 
essary libertarian streak that gay men and lesbians had to 
champion because of being targets of privacy rights inva- 
sions and right to free expression. 

There had also been a fractured relationship with 
transgender people because of definitions of just what 
that could entail, as well as certain feminists who aggres- 
sively challenged transgender people’s rights to be identi- 
fied as actual women, and who held drag to be misogynis- 
tic. That was exacerbated by gay men who misguidedly 
blamed MTFs for promoting negative gay stereotypes. 
FTMs were somewhat below the radar at that time. Obvi- 
ously, much education was in order just for the commu- 
nity itself, let alone, the mainstream. 

However, given all this, the GLBT movement miracu- 
lously moved forward to become an unprecedentedly suc- 
cessful civil rights movement. Minneapolis-St. Paul has 
long been—and still is—a mecca for GLBT acceptance as 
well as a longtime mecca for performing arts. That dual 
forward motion of both is the context I came into. I tended then to 
focus on performance work with queer content, feminist work, work 
that looked into the nature of sexuality of various kinds, and that writ- 
ten by gays and lesbians even if it wasn't specifically queer. That's still 
my baseline. Though I go beyond all that, too. 

Writing for Lavender compelled me to consider both the content and 
the quality of queer performance work as well as public attitudes around 
it. My first big series was on the NEA fracas, titled Hunting Down the 
Homos. I raged against Helms and his neocon media pals but also chafed 
at how “queer” (a term just coming into serious usage) and feminist- 
centered work were being singled out more than race-oriented work 
was. That said, though I deemed freedom of expression was fundamen- 
tal, I cautioned against artists going out of their way to transgress for the 
sake of transgressing, especially on the public dime. 

I would go on to credit groups like Illusion, Mary Worth, and Jungle 
Theaters, the Ordway, Frank and Pillbury House Theatres, Hennepin 
Theatre Trust, Brave New Workshop, Red Eye, Eye of the Storm, The- 


atre Unbound, Theater Latté Da, and Minneapolis Musical Theatre for 
presenting work that, in effect, synthesized the concerns of the perfor- 
mance art that the Helms crowd ranted against, by shaping them into 
larger, better-conceived theatrical structures. However, it was Outward 
Spiral Theater Company (which followed Unicorn Theatre, as the area’s 
primary gay and lesbian theater group) that merits special credit for 
bringing so many well-written plays about queer experience with stand- 
out productions of Dog Opera and In the Garden. 

Something splendid was also happening at major mainstream hous- 
es. Plays dealing with queer subject matter were being produced for 
the larger audience. The Guthrie: Racing Demon, Thief River. Mixed 
Blood: Two Queens One Castle, Take Me Out. History Theater: Farm 
Boys. Park Square: Love! Valour! Compassion! Theatre in the Round: 
Jeffrey. Penumbra Theatre, Pangea World Theater, Minnesota Jew- 
ish, and Mu Performing Arts also got on board. Evolution was hap- 
pening in a very natural way. 

Dance companies also put out work that was pushing queer but- 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 22 => 
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Redhaired Death 2. Photo by Peter Vitale 


tons: Ballet of the Dolls, Arena 
Dances, James Sewell Ballet, 
and Hijack, just to name a few. 
Bedlam Theatre and Intermedia 
Arts expressed avant-garde con- 
cepts that pushed the androgy- 
nous envelope. Queer content 
has also emanated from dance 
and theater at every single Min- 
nesota Fringe Festival since its 
beginning. I was there! 

I also have had the honor of 
interviewing great minds: intersex expert, Sharon Preves; directors 
Stephen Daldry and Ang Lee on the very day Brokeback Mountain’s 
Golden Globe nominations were announced; Bi Cities co-hosts Mar- 
garet Charmoli and Anita Kozan; Ordway President Kevin McCollum; 
Donna Summer in what was a kind of olive branch to gay men and the 
lovely Cyndi Lauper; activist author Judy Shepard; Guthrie Artistic Di- 
rector Joe Dowling, who I see as profoundly instrumental in bringing 
both multicultural and queer consciousness to nation’s flagship region- 
al theater; filmmaker John Cameron Mitchell on his sexual gem, Short- 
bus; sex columnist Dan Savage; cultural critic Camille Paglia; porn star 
Blue Blake; public policy expert Wally Swan; playwrights Edward Al- 
bee (twice), Marsha Norman, David Henry Hwang, Tony Kushner, and 
Doug Wright; radio hosts Thom Hartmann and studly Mike Malloy; 
comedians John Fugelsang, Hal Sparks, Joan Rivers, and naughty Lisa 
Lampanelli. Was she ever a trip! 

On the other hand, I covered politics and religion with interviews 
with (then) Democratic Senator Mark Dayton and former Republican 
Governor Arne Carlson. I focused on Muslim issues, my most urgent one 
involving a man requiring asylum because he couldn’t return to Egypt 
for fear of torture and death for being gay. When Target corporation was 
under fire for contributing to an antigay political group I approached its 
corporate firewalls to get some explanation. They were resistant but that 
in itself was a story. I also approached the Pride Committee about its 
Target connection. 

However, the political/religious issue I’m am proudest of is my over- 
view of the persecution of GLBT citizens in Uganda. I think I can say that 
it remains a comprehensively informative explanation of the roots of the 
tyranny that has since worsened and clearly indicates the role of wealthy 
white American evangelical efforts in worsening the situation. I got a 
supportive response from US Representative Betty McCollum and was 
stonewalled by US Representative Michele Bachmann. 

My Uganda pieces are not my only Christian-based articles. In 2012 I 
wrote a piece on Archbishop John Nienstedt shortly before the defeat 
of the constitutional amendment banning same sex marriage. And of 
course, I am most famous and infamous for my investigative reporting 
on Lutheran Pastor Tom Brock. I was denounced by the New York Times 
and Silha Center Director Jane Kirtley at the U of M (my alma mater) 
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but I still received overwhelming responses of thanks and support, lo- 
cally and nationally, for which I will always be grateful. Lavender owner 
Stephen Rocheford’s clear-headed interchange with Kirtley on TPT’s 
Almanac was priceless. I think the whole situation helped forward the 
discussion on the travesty of “reparative therapy.” 

Since then, my focus has been more on performing arts and film. 
Гуе observed how 20% Theatre Company Twin Cities and Gadfly Theatre 
have been combining both genderqueer radical performance art and seri- 
ous plays. And there are small theaters doing topnotch classic work by gay 
playwrights like Tennessee Williams and Oscar Wilde and newer plays 
with queer content. These include Candid Theater, Torch, Gremlin, Dark 
& Stormy, Nimbus, Walking Shadow, and Theater Coup d’Etat. 

It’s soothing to see how what was so controversial two decades ago 
has to a great degree been integrated into the larger public conscious- 
ness. Yet there are new issues that can—and are—being grappled with 
in local performing arts. And it's stunning to see how what you thought 
was going to be а dusty old classic—A Streetcar Named Desire or My Fair 
Lady atthe Guthrie, Ап Ideal Husband by Walking Shadow or The Heiress 
atthe Jungle—resurges synchronistically to the present with a freshness 
that is as immediate as the air you are currently breathing. 


Cat on a Hot Tin Reef 
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Cat on a Hot Tin Roof. Photo by Michal Daniel 
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OUR LAVENDER 


RETROSPECTIVE | BY ANDY LIEN AND SHANE LUECK 


Small But Mighty, 
the Staff of Lavender Media 
Reflects on 500 Issues 


One of the most important pieces of a publication is the mast- 
head. It tells everyone who works for the publication, what roles 
they play, how to contact them, as well as other pertinent informa- 
tion, such as inspirational people who have passed on but remain 
on the masthead with our respect. Each issue of the past 500 is pro- 
duced every two weeks by a small but mighty crew. To us, it’s our 
job: we show up, suit up, and get the job done. Rarely does the light 
shine on the people who make it happen, whether making sure our 
First Thursdays run as they should; answering the phone as the 


first point of contact with the public; coordinating and selling ads 
to make sure our publication stays in business; managing the finan- 
cial matters of a business in its 20" successful year; conceptualizing 
and designing innovative and appealing layouts; putting the talent 
and vision into the ads and photography of both the magazine and 
the website; researching, podcasting, posting, and tweeting Big Gay 
News every day; as well as coordinating stories, photo shoots, and 
contributors. So much is done by so few. Here are the reflections of 
the staff of Lavender Media regarding 500 Issues: 


STEPHEN ROCHEFORD 
President and CEO 

Start Date: May 1, 1995 

First Issue: 1 

Thoughts on 500 Issues: 
“Incredible that we made it this far.” 


BARRY LEAVITT 

Sales & Advertising Director 

Start Date: April 12, 1999 

First Issue: 102 

Thoughts on 500 Issues: 

“As the saying goes, time flies when you’re 
having fun. Issue 500 is my 399th issue 
with Lavender, and it’s been amazing to 
work here during a time of so many won- 
derful changes and achievements within 
the GLBT community. I’m proud to work 
with so many talented people who pour 
their hearts into creating a publication that 
is often cited by people around the country 
as a gold standard for local GLBT publications. Here’s to the next 500!” 


PIERRE TARDIF 

Vice President and CC 

Start Date: June 14, 1999 

First Issue: 106 

Thoughts on 500 Issues: 

“Tm very proud of the Lavender staff mem- 
bers who have conceived the magazine 
over the years. I feel extremely fortunate 
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to have worked with such talented individuals. Minnesota’s communi- 
ty is beautiful, vibrant, and thriving, and the award-winning magazine 
simply mirrors its rich GLBT environment. I’m thrilled that Minneso- 
tans have chosen Lavender and its advertisers issue after issue since 
1995, earning nationwide comments such as ‘Minnesota hosts the 
best regional gay media in the country,’ considering the numerous 
quality publications our peers publish in other states. Kudos to you, 
Minnesotans, and to Lavender for this first 500-slice of gay history!” 


CAROLYN LIMA 

Chief Financial Officer 

Start Date: July 17, 2001 

First Issue: 162 

Thoughts on 500 Issues: 

“I have been around Lavender for 13 years. 

I work with an amazing TEAM of people. 
Yes, personnel has changed over the years, 
but, despite everything, this team has never 
missed a deadline. It’s a great and award-win- 
ning magazine that comes every two weeks 
and is distributed to over 900 locations. It is a challenging team effort 
that has been successful over 500 times. Great work, team, and we will 
do it another 500 times!” 


SUZANNE FARRELL 

Senior Account Executive 

Start Date: September 1, 2001 

First Issue: 165 

Thoughts on 500 Issues: 

“Тт in awe of working on over 330 issues. 
Time flies when you are having fun!” 


НОВЕКТ ВОММЕТ 

Creative Director 

Start Date: August 16, 2004 

First Issue: 241 

Thoughts on 500 Issues: 

“I am always amazed that with such a small 
group of people we manage to produce such 
a quality publication (every two weeks) 

as Lavender Magazine. I think that the 
freedom, the flexibility, the variety of tasks 
required for the job, knowing that we are 
working for a great cause, and the people 

I work with have kept me motivated all 
these years. For my 251st issue, I am just as 
excited as I was for my very first one. On to the next 500.” 


MIKE HNIDA 

Graphic Designer 

Start Date: March 25, 2005 

First Issue: 257 

Thoughts on 500 Issues: 

"It's interesting to look at my years with 
the magazine and try to sum it up, but I 
can tell that my design and photography 
skills have grown and I've learned a great 
deal from others within the industry. What 
Гуе appreciated the most about my tenure 
with Lavender is, of course all of the good 
laughs we've shared, but also the flexibility 
to use my creativity. Whether that is designing covers or layouts for the 
magazine, the freedom to flex my creative muscles has been a great 
opportunity both in the past as well as looking toward the future." 


LINDA RAINES 

Sales & Advertising Traffic Coordinator and Editorial Assistant 
Start Date: November 28, 2005 

First Issue: 274 

Thoughts on 500 Issues: 

“What an amazing accomplishment! I enjoy 
looking at the copies of the earliest issues of 
the magazine in our archives, and randomly 
pulling issues down the line—it really is 
impressive to see how the quality, size, and 
content of the magazine has grown and 
improved over the years. It's also wonderful 
to see recent covers showing GLBT couples being able to legally marry 
in the state of Minnesota and also proudly holding their children as 
families—how far the community has come!" 


ANDY LIEN 

Managing Editor 

Start Date: June 23, 2011 

First Issue: 422 

Thoughts on 500 Issues: 

“I am so very grateful to work for this 
community, in this state, with these people, 
doing this work. Pulling together projects 
that appeal to readers, advertisers, and the 
general public is an incredible opportunity, 


because the community is abundant in both stories and potential. Not- 
ing that I've only done 78 issues out of 500 puts the effort into historical 
and mathematical perspective; then again, I’ve never liked math. Thank 
you, everyone." 


SHANE LUECK 

Editorial Assistant and Contributor 

Start Date: February 2, 2012 

First Issue: 435 

Thoughts on 500 Issues: 

"Even in my relatively short time with 
Lavender, Гуе seen it grow and prosper as 
the GLBT community gains more visability. 
It's been a pleasure to be part of that push 
forward. I began with a piece discussing 
Princess Diana and her touring exhibit and 
Tve come so far since then. I can feel myself 
grow with the magazine and it's a magical feeling." 


42) 


MICHELLE ULMER 

Appointment Setter 

Start Date: February 18, 2013 

First Issue: 463 

Thoughts on 500 Issues: 

“Hats off to Lavender for being a key resource 
to the community for so many years!” 


ANTON REICHL 

Sales & Advertising Account Executive 
Start Date: April 7, 2014 

First Issue: 494 

Thoughts on 500 Issues: 

“It’s great that Lavender has such longevity 
and influence in not only the GLBT com- 
munity, but the Twin Cities community as a 
whole. Congrats!” 


ROBERT FELTON 

Sales & Advertising Account Executive 
Start Date: April 15, 2014 

First Issue: 495 

Thoughts on 500 Issues: 

“Tam excited! It is exciting working for a 
magazine that has seen and reported on so 
much growth in the wonderful state of Min- 
nesota! I am proud to be part of the Lavender 
family and the 500th Issue.” 


Issue 161 Issue 257 


Issue 102 


Issue 1 
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LAVENDER'S PRIDE KICK-OFF PARTY АТ SOLERA 


Friday, June 6, 2014 
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See more photos online at www.lavendermagazine.com 
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TWIN CHFHES LEATHE => SANDWICHES NOW 
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OPEN DAILY 7AM-10PM 


All Star game 
here & football 
too! 

Good Food, Drink 
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2021 Hennepin Ave South, Minneapolis • 612-870-8183 * www.lylesliquor.com 


Hennepin @ West 26th Minneapolis 612.874.0481 Selby & Dale Saint Paul 651.221.9140 


LORING 


KITCHEN ВАК 


www.LoRiNcGKiTCHEN.COM 


[612] 843 0400 * 1359 WILLOW STREET * MINNEAPOLIS 


Bielenberg “ Tamarack Woodbury 651.209.8182 Grand Avenue € Fairview Saint Paul 651.698.2346 
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PRIDE WEEKEND AT EAGLEBOLTBAR 


Sunday, June 29, 2014 


Minnesota’s New 


UNBEATABLE , Mine Destination 
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d h d Sh 
Under The Radar Wine Sho 
LIQUOR BOY WAY p 


Thousands of Wines in Stock 
Always At Least 300 Wines on Sale 


Some of the Best Deals in Town! 
— WINE & SPIRITS — Tons of Chilled Wines 


| Free Wine Tastings 
Every Friday 2-7, Saturday 2-6 
Large Selection of Premium Spirits 


Walk-in Cooler, Tons of Craft Beers 
Friendly, Knowledgeable Staff 
Delivery to Downtown Area - Just $6 


ACROSS FROM THE WEST END = 

NEXT TO COSTCO & HOME DEPOT www.sorellawines.com 
5620 CEDAR LAKE ROAD » ST. LOUIS PARK 612-339-4040 

952-512-2200 • LIQUOR-BOY.COM 1010 S. Washington Avenue 
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PRIDE AT LUSH FOOD BAR 


Sunday, June 29, 2014 


|" N DEN 
E RODIZIO GRILL 


Ше BRAZILIAN STEAKHOUSEs 


GLBT News & Lifestyle at your fingertips? 


&. APPsolutely! 


ча; 


p Savor the 
.4, abundance 
| of flavor 


2 > T D 
H ти 
a =< 
1M 12197 Elm Creek Blvd. 
| (763) 657-1133 
rodiziogrill.com 


Available on the 
О App Store 


Apple, the Apple logo, iPhone, iPod touch, and iTunes are trademarks of 
Apple Inc., registered in the U.S. and other countries. iPad is a trademark of 
Apple Inc. App Store is a service mark of Apple Inc. 


Visit our Facebook page 
Big Gay Moose Softball Team 


> 


LAVENDERMAGAZINE.COM | 31 


PRIDE 


[іп Pictures ] 


PRIDE AT LORING KITCHEN & BAR 


Sunday, June 29, 2014 
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PRIDE AT 19 BAR 
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Sunday, June 29, 2014 
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MISS CITY OF LAKES PAGEANT AT GAY 90'S 


On the evening of June 26, Iman won the 
Miss City of the Lakes Pageant at the Gay 90’s La 
Femme Show Lounge. Three contestants—Iman, 
Mercedes Iman (no relation to the new titlehold- 
er), and Butterfly Andrews—vied for the coveted 
crown on the stage resplendent with rainbow 
colors for GLBT Pride. La Femme Show Director 
Nina Di Angelo emceed the evening. Perennial 
local titleholder Geneva Richards, the only female 
impersonator ever to reign concurrently with the 
Miss Gay 90’s and Miss City of the Lakes titles, 
stepped down from the latter at the pageant. The 
June 26 event was the 20th annual Miss City of 
the Lakes Pageant at the Gay 90’s. The pageant 
debuted at the now-defunct Cloud 9 bar in Min- 
neapolis and subsequently took place at other 
now-defunct clubs, but the Gay 90’s has hosted it 
since 1995. The next Miss Gay 90’s Pageant will 
be in October around Halloween. 


Iman (right) and Nina Di Angelo 


TICK) 


$5.00 GENERAL ADMISSION 
FOR TICKETS CALL: 612-695-4816 


SHAESHAE 
LAREESE 


MISS 
GLAMOROUS 2014 


PHIARA 
TONIC/ CAVALLI — GIAMAZON 


MISS GAY USOFA NEWCOMER 2013 
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Congrats on the 
DUUth issue! 


PRIDE 201 4 


NEW WEBSITE: 5aloonMN.com 


Thank you Twin Cities for 
making this YOUR Pride! 
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SALOON'S PRIDE BLOCK PARTY 
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хх AWARD-WINNING CATERERS ** 


Me не 


Concept to clean up, we apply everything we know about preparing and serving 
award-winning food to make your event a success. Looking for something a little 
different? Just ask. We specialize in special requests. For groups of all sizes, 


Green Mill Catering caters to your every need. 


greenmillcatering.com 


Contact us at 651-203-3100 or catering@greenmill.com for more information. 


TOP PICK BY MN BRIDE MAGAZINE 


Green E» 


* Corporate events An Enchanting Event Center 
* Reunions in a Historic Barn" 

* Celebrations 

* Weddings Call for an appointment: 


96.. 952-942-5220 


14150 Pioneer Trail 
Eden Prairie, MN 55347 


oonga info@GreenAcresEventCenter.com 
Named 2012 Barn of the Year! 


Award-winning 


food by 


TOAST YOUR 


= INNER DIVA 


WITH A GLASS OF LITTLE BLACK DRESS DIVALICIOUS 


www.lbdwines.com ЕЗ © 
Accessorize Responsibly 
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BLACK HEARTS BURLESQUE: PRIDE 2014 


e.com 
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Sophia Hantzes “ы Photo by Sophia Hantzes 
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Wednesday, Јипе 25, 2014 


\ | NN № b.by Sophia Hantzes 


See more photos 


photo Noah Wolf 


| | Mississippi Market 
А | at yourdoor 


www.msmarket.coop 


Delivering to 47 
zip codes in the 
. Twin Cities! 


D AMICO 
CATERING 


OUR EXCLUSIVE VENUES 
Metropolitan Ballroom and Clubroom, Calhoun Beach Club, 
Mill City Museum, Minneapolis Institute of Arts, International Market Square, 
McNamara Alumni Center, The Museum of Russian Art, Walker Art Center 


612.238.4444 damico.com 
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GROWN & SEXY PRIDE 


Happy Hour • Half-Price Wine • Pasta Bar Lunch 
Catering • Carryout % Venetian Inspired Banquet Room 


v CUCINA Dı 


опна ода 


S RISTORANTE ITALIAN О @ 


Sun-Mon llam-2pm Tues-Sat Пат-10рт 
4168 W Broadway Ave. | Robbinsdale | 763-537-3700 
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Catalog/at haskells.com 


BH ase Ws 


The Wine People! 


Locally Owned & Operated since 1934 
Minneapolis | Saint Paul | Bloomington | Burnsville 
Chanhassen | Excelsior | Faribault | Maple Grove | Minnetonka 
Plymouth | Stillwater | White Bear Lake | Woodbury 
good wine, beer, spirits information at haskells.com 
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4TH ANNUAL PRIDE DANCE - THE WOMAN'S CLUB OF MINNEAPOLIS 


hoto by Sophia Hantzes 


3-6pm апа 9pm-1am 
$1 Off АП Bottled Beer & Cocktails 
$5 Off АП Buckets O' Beer 3 i 
$2 Off АП Burgers After 9pm а 
Enjoy 53 Martinis During Happy Hour | 
on Monday & Tuesdays! 3 ~ 
**Not applicable during Xcel Energy Center events E X - а ô 
(СТозекој те се етегојуј септе ер пе Отау ww burgermoes:com 
гаете | HE FR ANE | 651.222:8100, 
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QUEER PROM BY 20% THEATRE COMPANY TWIN CITIES 


Sunday, June 22, 2014 


Our Government 
Relations team 
led the legislative 
effort to bring 
marriage equality 
to Minnesota. 


Now let our Family Law team 
help you with prenuptials, 
divorce, custody, and other 
family law matters. 


MESSERLI & KRAMER 


Attorneys at Law 


Minneapolis (612) 672-3600 | St. Paul (651) 228-9757 | Plymouth (763) 548-7900 www.messerlikramer.com 
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IMPERIAL COURT OF MINNESOTA PRIDE BOAT CRUISE 
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Hagen’s Auto Body 


28th and Lyndale Avenue South 
Minneapolis, MN 55408 

Phone: 612-872-6671 
HagensAutoBody.com 


Hours of Operation Monday-Friday: 7am-5:30 pm 


For a location near you visit: mistercarwash.com CAR WASH & LUBE CENTERS 
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4TH ANNUAL DEAF LGBTQ AND ALLIES AWARDS 


Friday, June 6, 2014 
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MINNESOTA | 
LEANING 


LEFT... 


Listen at 
AM950radio.com 
or on our App 
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J-PRIDE HAPPY HOUR 


LAKE 
through Ceremony Б на 


Event Center 
Seating up to 300 


Е Custom stained 
Weddings and Vow Renewals | | glass windows 


Funerals and Memorials “ш Glass waterfall 
Baby Blessings...and more | Lavish privacy suite 


To honor life's sacred milestones: 


\ j Lounge furnishings 
Personal, meaningful, and Е ЫҢ | Baby grand piano 
i hi: State-of-the art 

memorable ceremonies | : 2. 


equipment 


Full service dining 
by the Lake Elmo Inn 
Event Center 


created uniquely for you 


Reverend Debra Ting 
Ordained Interfaith Minister 
debrating@me.com World class catering without the downtown prices. 
www.debrating.com Choose from any of our signature dishes...they’re all sure to please! 
650-400-6698 
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7TH ANNUAL FRUIT BOWL 


ay, June 27, 2014 
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d potum 
zo di 


using promo 3 
code 059 [8] 


AUTOGRAPH COLLECTION" 
HOTELS 


Minneapolis heats up in the winter and The Hotel Minneapolis is right in the middle 
of it all. Stay at our historically hip hotel and experience all of the warm excitment 
that Minneapolis has to offer. 


Advanced Eyecare. Unique Eyewear. 


747 Lake Street East, Wayzata, MN 55391. Phone 952-404-2020 
www.artofoptiks.com 


For more details call 1-888-717-8853 or visit www.thehotelminneapolis.com 
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TWIN CITIES GAY MEN'S CHORUS "THE BIG GAY SING" 


Client ed Results Driven ig | 
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HELTZER & HOUGHTALING, P.A. 


Attorneys eager to assist you with your 
litigation, family, real estate, and 
criminal concerns. 


*Certified Criminal Law Specialist 
**Rule 114 Civil and Family Law Mediator 


413 Wacouta St., Suite 430, St. Paul - (651) 330-8508 


Shop . Maps . Info: Fantasy Gifts.com . FantasyGiftsMN.com f WWW.HELTZERHOUGHTALING.COM 
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QUEER MUSIC CONSORTIUM PRIDE CONCERT 


PY 
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Monday, June 2, 2014 


AW BR 77 
т: Queer Music Consortium 


** Twin Cities 
ж Gay Men’s Chorus 


PROFESSIONAL! ** 
Picture Framing 


2500 University Ave. W. Lys Akerman-Frank 

Studio E6 • St. Paul, MN 5511 612-208-5237 

Twin Cities Gay Men's Chorus 
congratulates Lavender 

on its milestone 500th issue! 


BIG 


GAY 
NEWS 


Follow us 


@biggaynews 2014-2015, OLR 34TH SEASON or 
ж ENTERTAINMENT WORTH COMING OUT FOR! 


tcgmc.org 


LAVENDERMAGAZINE.COM | 47 


See more photos online at www.lavendermagazine.com 


PRIDE 


Monday, June 23, 2014 


[in Pictures ] 


MINNESOTA FREEDOM BAND PRIDE CONCERT 


See more photos online г 
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THE MUSIC OF 


Here's your opportunity to see the defending 
WNBA Champion Minnesota Lynx for FREE. 


Enter to win the LAVENDER SEATS at select 
Lynx games throughout the season! 


IS COMING TO THE MYSTIC SHOWROOM? 
SATURDAY, AUGUST 16 


ON SALE NOW 
AT MYSTICLAKE.COM 


OWNED & OPERATED BY THE SHAKOPEE MDEWAKANTON SIOUX COMMUNITY 
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HRC FEDERAL CLUB BRUNCH 


Saturday, June 28, 2014 
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Do you need specific information about how to apply for your partner's green card? 


• Did you receive a request for evidence from US Immigration? 


Free iOS and Android 


= e Di ? 
app available now. Did you or a loved one enter the U.S. legally and later overstay? 


Did you receive a request for evidence from U.S. Immigration? 
TE Ts * 


1104071445. 


چ 
¥ 


Real College Radio 
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TRANSDYKEQUEER MARCH 


Saturday, June 28, 2014 


| ENTS 
DYKE QUEER 
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BECAUSE 


‘IDE 
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Assisting 
People 
with 
Disabilities 
to... 


Lead independent lives 
by providing PCA 
Choice service and 
employment opportunities. 


Contact us today to find out 
all we have to offer. 


Metropolitan Center 


for Independent Living 


= We have moved! NEW ADDRESS: 


530: N. Robert Street 
St. Paul, MN 55101 | 651-646-8342 


www.mcil-mn.org 


QM Ca с 
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Attorneys Proudly Serving 
the LGBTQ Community 
and all Allies. 


612-333-3343 


• Worker’s Compensation 
(There is no charge for attorneys’ fees if there is no recovery) 


* Auto Accidents/ Personal Injury 
(There is no charge for attorneys’ fees if there is no recovery) 


ROBICHAUD, 
ANDERSON & 
ALCANTARA РА. 


e [mmigration/ Fiancé Visas 
- Same-sex couples can now receive immigration benefits with 
the repeal of DOMA 


• Family Law 
www.robichaudlaw.com 


Mention this ad for a free consultation. 
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MINNESOTA LEATHER PRIDE 
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MINNESOTA LYNX PRIDE NIGHT 


ET tup. 
Just Beeming 


Friday, June 20, 2014 
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TWIN CITIES PRIDE RAINBOW RUN 
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ophiaHantzes | 
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“Be Our First” 


Be our first Same Sex couple 
reception, receive a special 
discount and be featured in 

our advertising! 


1217), 
V ماو‎ 


CONTACT JAN KNUDTSON 
jknudtsonehngc.com 
Nation 952-5565420 


HAZELTINE NATIONAL GOLF CLUB 
hazeltinenational.com/weddingsevents 


Financial options 
for every phase of 
your life 


Whether you want to save for the future, secure a personal loan, 
utilize exclusive online and telephone banking services, or 
enjoy the convenience of our ATMs and many locations, we are 
here for you. Call, click, or stop by and talk with a banker. If you 
would like to open an account over the phone, call 1-800-932- 
6736 any time (or 1-800-311-9311 for service in Spanish). 


wellsfargo.com 

All loans are subject to application, 
credit qualification, and income 
verification. 

© 2014 Wells Fargo Bank, N.A. 

All rights reserved. Member FDIC. 
122933 03/14 


LAVENDERMAGAZINE.COM | 53 


See more photos online at www.lavendermagazine.com 


PRIDE 


[іп Pictures ] 


PRIDE GRAND MARSHAL RECEPTION & ART EXHIBITION 


Friday, June 13, 2014 


CLOUTIER LAW OFFICES Pa. 


ATTORNEYS AT LAW 


OVER 25 YEARS OF LEGAL EXPERIENCE. 


• Family/Divorce/Custody 
• Second/Step Parent Adoption 


e Injuries/Auto Accidents 
* Wills & Trusts 


* Domestic Partnerships/Dissolution ° Probate 

* Prenuptial Agreements * Business Law 

* Sperm/Egg Donor Agreements * Employment Law 
* Gay Marriage Advice * Bankruptcy 


Skyway level offices | 
612.332.5100 


РАДЕ OE law. com 


Elizabeth Cloutier 
PFLAG Member 


RERI 
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Smokeless по 


electronic cigarettes 


fot 


612-217-4550 - SMOKELESSSMOKING.COM 


PRIDE 


Thursday, June 5, 2014 
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TWIN CITIES YOUTH PRIDE 


` Photo by Sophia Hantzes 


MCTC Works! 


Find out how МСТС can work for you. 


Visit minneapolis.edu/mctcworks 
Make more money when you earn a two-year associate degree 
Find jobs tied to more than 100 career and technical programs 
Save thousands of dollars by taking general education coursework 


Easily transfer to Metropolitan State, University of Minnesota or 
other colleges and universities 


Classes begin Aug. 25 


100 Шеше 


1914-2014 ee алысы 


> Beer wine 8 


everything else you 


LIQUORS need to keep cool 


FINE WINE & SPIRITS this summer! 


E --— 


Caravella 


Dogs Welcome 


Ask us about our brand new tasting room-coming soon! 


Located in the East Nokomis Neighborhood а 
5010 34th Avenue South, Minneapolis 
- 612-721-6686: 
mcdonaldsliquorandwine.com ЕЗГІ 
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LAVENDER PRIDE THURSDAY WITH TWIN CITIES PRIDE & MARGARET CHO 


Thursday, June 26, 2014 
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TWIN CITIES PRIDE FAMILY PICNIC 


Sunday, June 22, 2014 
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Forever. 


Decades ago, clinical trials opened 
new doors for people battling HIV & AIDS. 
Today, they may be key to eradicating HIV infection forever. 


[he University of Minnesota recently launched new HIV clinical studies. 
But to be successful, we need your help. 


You can make a difference if you're: 


Diagnosed HIV+ 
18 years or older 


Interested in the clinical trials process 


We're forging new paths in the fight against HIV & AIDS. 


Compensation and time requirements vary. 
Find out more at hiv.umn.edu or call (612) 625-7472. 


UNIVERSITY OF MINNESOTA 
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TWIN CITIES PRIDE FESTIVAL 


Saturday, June 28, 2014 
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PRIDE 
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WEDDINGS IN THE PARK 


i 


Saturday, June 28, 2014 
1. х, 
T 


Convenient primary 
care right in your 
neighborhood. 


To find the clinic nearest you, or to schedule 
an appointment, call 612-873-6965. 


• Same day/next day appointments available 


4 
228 


• Patient-centered care for you and your family 
• Manage your care with 24-hour access to MyChart 


• Offering comprehensive primary care services 


M — Hennepin County 
Ж =>, Medical Center hcmc.org/clinics 


[e Downtown Primary and Specialty Care Clinics 
。 Brooklyn Park Clinic | . East Lake Clinic。Richfield Clinic • Whittier Clinic • St. Anthony Village Clinic 
* Parkside OB/GYN Clinic Brooklyn Center Clinic • Brooklyn Park Clinic • Golden Valley Clinic 


Ericka Stone, MD 
Gynecology (ObGyn) 
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TWIN CITIES PRIDE INCONCERT 


Saturday, June 28, 2014 
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Thank you for giving us У N 


ата * Miu il WEDDING. YOUR WAY қ 


NS 
issues of IGBTO news 5 event. 


We are looking forward to | ЕЕ С кг PS | 
500 тоге! 


С 


Our staff of experts are waiting is custom design your special event. 
је oes oe Service ee Веч cM ЫЫ 5 hee вани 

* Variety of Menu Choices пе Hour! il wit го iscounts stan room wi! 

CONGRATULATIONS? TAG Esame ep ne ОШ 
[5] e o | Contact the Hotel Convention Sales Department ¢ 1.800.WIN.CASH, Ext. 8011 | 

R A | N B OW a 39375 Canty Hwy 24 * Morton, MN % 1.800.WIN.CASH A 
Е l | П Е Н + | . ti ti Vit. jackpotjunction.com 4 dacotahridge.com по У 
ealth Initiative TT zu 
e 9 
Advancing Health Equity 


Thank you to everyone 
who visited us at 
Twin Cities Pride and 
filled out our 
Voices of Health survey. 
Voices of Health 
is an effort of 
Rainbow Health Initiative 
to document the An evening of beer, 
health of Minnesota’s SN << Башта, ond тїш 
LGBTQ communities. 
The survey takes 5-10 mins. 


All answers are anonymous. 


Scan this QR code 


or visit 


www.surveymonkey.com 
/s/voicesofhealth2014 


adt Hitchvilig 


Thank you for 
contributing to a greater 
understanding of the health 

of our communities! 


www.rainbowhealth.org 
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FREE LEGAL CONSULTATION 


RANDALL S. JOHNSON 


fi ATTORNEY AT LAW 
Å 651-646-3755 e WWW.RSJLAW.COM 
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Amy Ruzick & 
Kay T Johnson 


REMIX 
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PARADE VIEWING PARTY FOR ONE HEARTLAND AT UNION 
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Lav. tasn 


justin jones | brandon mccray 


a quarterly style column 
for lavender magazine 


Photo by Serah Sauser 


Twitter = @lav_fash 
Instagram = Glavfashofficial 
Facebook = Lav.fash Official 


| | MINNESOTA 


EXTERIORS INC (ој; Weddings 


» RJ KRAMER 


DESIGNS 


FLORAL ‘ATMOSPHERE ‘ESSENCE 


M 5 
Кутин oa 


Experts 


ки y | = ap Dream in Color 
| || | | 


Call Today for a FREE Estimate! 


Visit our showroom at 
8600 Jefferson Highway in Osseo 


763.493.5500 
www.MinnesotaExteriors.com 
MN LIC BC002877 


THE REMODELER YOU CAN TRUST 


Courteous, experienced professionals from start to finish. 
Detailed & accurate estimates for your project budget. 
Detailed project plans, specifications, & schedules. 
Daily & weekly communication of schedules & budget during your project. 
Quality workmanship that adds lasting beauty and value to your home. 


не 2 


а! 


, 
J 
ЊЕ 
www.rjkramer.com | 651-227-7091 у 
Extraordinary Florals Since 1993 \ 
www.houseliftinc.com 5 | f| ) 
4330 Nicollet Avenue South, Minneapolis, MN 55409 ЫТ. + z 
612.821.1100 / 651.690.3442 \ 


MN UC #8С378021 
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ASHLEY RUKES РЕШЕ PARADE 
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ASHLEY RUKES PRIDE PARADE 


=e pu 74 


Зипдау, Јипе 29, 2014 


at. H i 

ер 2 

«Ж L. и 
оба 
Elh? 


MINNESOTA Ж 


See more photos online at www.lavendermagazine.com 


LAVENDERMAGAZINE.COM | 69 


PRIDE 


[іп Pictures ] 


= 
о - = 3 кшт = = Е 

>й 118 

= ‚ сататын... "ra up 

>: ~ GentaryGellege ННВ 

© 

5 Queer and Straight Club 


(884 White Bear Lake, Minnesota 
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LAVENDER’ 


ANNOUNCEMENTS 
SECTION 


ONLY $100 


Announcement includes photo and up to 
50 words. Appears in print, online iPad 
and iPhone editions for 2 weeks. 


For more information call 


612-436-4698 


QUORUM 


PROFESSIONAL COLLECTION AGENCY | Licensed, Bonded & Insured since 1992 


оп past due. 


Our professional respectful approach to debt recovery has 
resulted in millions of dollars collected for our clients. Both 
large and small. Identical twins with an identical goal: 


1246 University Ave West 
9 NATIONAL ACCOUNT SERVICES, INC. St Paul, MN 55104 


" ^ www.payinfull.com 
Discover the difference. (651) 288-2828 


. COM 


Coupon Code: PRIDE 10% off 


NEW STORE OPENING: 
14645 Excelsior Blvd, Minnetonka 
952.931.9000 


New e-liquid flavor for PRIDE called: 
< В » 


QUORUM 


Photos courtesy of Twin Cities Quorum 


QUORUM 


THANK YOU TO EVERYONE WHO STOPPED AT 


QUORUM 


QUORUM VILLAGE AT TWIN CITIES PRIDE! 


QUORUM т 
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p 


Five hundred issues! That is quite the mile- 
stone for this magazine. 

It is a great magazine for what we do for 
you. It was not that long ago I was writing about 
the Bear community on here, by looking back 
at its roots and where it stood within today's 
GLBT culture. In the process, I was told how 
terrible a historian I was. They might have 
agreed with a few professors back at California 
State University East Bay, where I squeaked by 
with a History degree. 

Yet, my passion has always been about the 
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RIDE REVIEW | BY RANDY STERN 


It Is Just A Small Space After А! 


automobile. Our esteemed Managing Editor, 
Andy Lien, thought well enough to bring me 
back to this publication to write reviews of the 
latest and greatest machinery around. She also 
lets me talk about car sharing, driving with pets 
onboard, GLBT employee resource groups in 
the auto industry, and disseminate tips on how 
to travel by car before throwing anything in the 
trunk and taking off. 

I heard you enjoy this work on here, so I 
thank you. 

Originally, I had planned to review a very 


special car for this issue. Unfortunately, I 
found out that my left leg was not going to 
manage a screaming yellow $74,000 convert- 
ible. Even if I were physiologically perfect, it 
would not have made deadline for this huge 
issue you are reading now. 

Instead, I want to talk about us...again. 
Don't worry, it is just a chat between us—by 
the pool, of course. 

In the course of 500 issues, we saw prog- 
ress on many fronts. We are in professional 
sports, the movies, television, high corporate 


| 
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RIDE REVIEW 


positions, and in the political arena. We are get- 
ting married, raising kids, buying homes, cars, 
trucks, furnishings, and anything that makes 
us just like our neighbors. Yet, we still travel, 
dine well, contribute to the entertainment dol- 
lar and are quite philanthropic. If we had not 
been any of these at the beginning of Laven- 
der's run, we have become more so today. 

We are quite the demographic, us GLBT 
folk. Our automotive dollar speaks as loudly 
as everyone else’s. Most of the auto industry 
gets it. They want to provide us with great 
transportation choices and to celebrate us as 
loyal customers. 

Some companies do more than others – and 
that is fine. General Motors has always been on 
the top of the list for their approach to our com- 
munity from their employees to their custom- 
ers to their suppliers. Toyota, Ford, Fiat Chrys- 
ler Automobile, Subaru, and Volkswagen still 
lead in the Human Rights Campaign Corporate 
Equality Index, as well as serve us as custom- 
ers when we want something new, and provide 
us with great after-sales support. 

That is not to say that anyone else not scor- 
ing a perfect in HRC’s survey is not on our side. 
We have no qualms buying any brand. We also 
have no qualms choosing a dealer that sells to 
us in a friendly and respectful manner. We are 
consumers after all, and we love anything that 
loves us back. 

In this work, I have been fortunate to meet 
others in the industry that are out and proud in 
what they do. They range from fellow automo- 
tive writers to contacts within the Manufactur- 
ers to individuals making the products from 


the initial CAD drawing to final inspection at 
the assembly plant. My interactions with these 
out colleagues make this work resonate with 
purpose in the things I do for this publication. 

So, frankly, this is not about driving cool 
cars or having arguments with those who do 
not support certain brands I write about. Hav- 
ing resonance and purpose is the key to the 
enjoyment of any job you do. If you can leave 
a positive mark on the world—even a small 
one—they will praise you and remember for 
time onward. 

Writers are that way, even more so. We 
pride ourselves in seeing our bylines anywhere 
we can; however, we will not be the first to ad- 
mit it...oh, wait... 

Yet, I enjoy the crazy things I do for Lav- 
ender in the guise of being your automotive 
columnist. Perhaps I should not call these ex- 
periences crazy; unless you count doing a lap 
on one of the best motorsports venues in the 
U.S.A. among them. Or, flying down to Texas to 
drive a vehicle before its arrival onto the show- 
room floor. Perhaps the best part of all of this 
is getting the chance to drive everything from 
city cars to heavy duty pickups to some of the 
most desirable cars on the planet for the pur- 
pose of your readership and discourse. 

It is not all about driving. It is equal joy to 
ride shotgun in a classic and rare 1954 Buick 
Skylark as it is being thrown around Road 
America in a Bentley Continental GT Speed by 
a professional race driver. It is the challenge of 
putting myself inside vehicles that would suit 
someone smaller than me. Or, the exposure 
my ears had when presented with the blast of 
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a hyper-tuned motor from a heavily modified 
automobile. Then again, my perfect vehicular 
soundtrack would be more Italian in note, but 
that’s just me. 

All of this was done in the name of Lavender 
Magazine. 

In truth, this job is not easy. It is rewarding. 
It is very exciting. 

However, there is a purpose. As a GLBT 
publication distributed in print to a regional 
footprint, delivered online via the web and 
through an app, we have quite the influence to 
create interest for you, dear reader. As much 
as we love to travel, tend to our homes, love 
our pets, speak out for our equality, and try 
to find the right one to live with forever, we 
have other interests that would sometimes fall 
under the radar. 

Yet, I always find myself in the company 
of people who actually have an interest in the 
automobile. People who are not just true en- 
thusiasts, but are looking for a new vehicle 
and hope that I have the right answer for them. 
The interactions I have with you—the readers 
of Lavender—truly make this work completely 
satisfying. You are interested, engaged, and 
knowledgeable. I look forward to more conver- 
sations along these lines. 

And, don’t be afraid to write! I love hearing 
from you! 

This “Ride Review” space is a small one, 
though. And, I, too, enjoy the other parts of this 
magazine as much as you do. Carla can take 
us places we could only wish we could pay for. 
Kathleen tells stories that make us think deeper 
on the subject. Joy and Pat takes us to the fin- 
est in dining that may excite the one we are in- 
terested in getting to know better. Jennifer has 
the right words to get to that person into our 
lives. John is our eyes on the theater world— 
one of the finest regional stage communities in 
this country. Ed has our soundtrack cued up 
for our listening pleasure. Ethan still incites us 
to action, while opening our eyes to the best 
in literature available to us today. Steve still 
brings us a community that is still active and 
resonant. Ellen is my friend who shares her life 
unfiltered for us! Shane is our future, and we 
need to read him closely. Justin is our eyes and 
ears on our universe. And, Andy is sage in her 
observations of the world around us and the 
wisdom that comes forth in her columns. 

Me? I write about cars, trucks, vans, SUVs, 
crossovers...anything that moves with a motor 
and a few wheels. Somehow I fit here. Again, I 
am glad you are reading along here. Besides, I 
have a lot more to deliver for you, starting with 
the next issue and on the web. 

Therefore, dear readers, “fasten your seat- 
belts” for more! Bi 
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LEATHER LIFE | BY STEVE LENIUS 


The “Leather Life” Column: A 
500th-issue look back 


Wow. Five hundred issues. Who knew? 

On June 9, 1995, Lavender Magazine was 
born, and so was this Leather Life column. 
(The magazine’s original name was Lavender 
Lifestyles; this column’s name for the first ten 
issues was “LavLife: Leather.”) 

Here is how the first installment of this col- 
umn started: 

“Greetings! New magazine, new leather 
columnist. When the editors of this publica- 
tion asked me if I was interested in writing 
a leather column for them, I immediately as- 
sured them I was. By the time I hung up the 
phone, I had recovered my senses, and asked 
myself, ‘What have I gotten myself into now?’ 
Well, I guess we'll see.” 

Lavender is now up to Issue #500. That 
means this is a great time to take a look back 
and see “what I got myself into.” 

This column, of course, has changed and 
evolved since that first issue. Some of the 
changes were driven by changes to the maga- 
zine. Other changes to the column were driven 
by the growth and evolution of the leather/ 
BDSM/fetish community. 

Atits start, Lavender was printed in black ink 
on newsprint paper (the magazine’s cover used 
one more color of ink along with the black). 
This meant that photographs did not print 
very well. As Lavender added full-color print- 
ing to its inside pages, and then upgraded to 
much better paper, the quality of photographs 
in the magazine—including photographs in the 
Leather Life column—increased dramatically. 
That fact, along with the increasing capabilities 
of digital cameras, inspired me to take more 
pictures and include more photos in the col- 
umn. (Be sure to see the Leather Pride celebra- 
tion photos, taken by your humble columnist 


and others, elsewhere in this issue.) 

In Lavender’s early issues, the Leather Life 
column nearly always included a calendar sec- 
tion of upcoming leather events. Increasing 
digital connectedness (first email lists and 
websites, then Facebook, Twitter, and other 
social media) meant that as time went on the 
column’s event-calendar function lessened, and 
I could devote more space to other topics. 

The frequency of the column’s appearance 
has changed. After appearing in every issue of 
the magazine for many years, there was a short 
period when this column appeared in the maga- 
zine on a quarterly basis. Then the frequency 
of the column’s appearance increased to what 
it is currently: at least every other issue, and 
sometimes more often. 

The focus of this column started expand- 
ing shortly after the column started, and that 
expansion has continued. The column’s in- 
tended audience widened from gay leathermen 
and leather lesbians to include the pansexual 
BDSM community and other kinky folks who 
happened to be bisexual, heterosexual, or 
trans- or fluid-gendered—of all ages, young to 
mature. And the column always has been writ- 
ten to be accessible to non-kinky folks as well. 

The range of topics covered in this column 
has expanded from mostly leather to include 
BDSM and many other alternative sexualities 
and fetish interests: gear, pony play, puppy play, 
fire play, blades, tattoos, piercing and other 
body modifications—to name just a few. (Just 
when I think I've written about every fetish 
there is, someone comes up with a new one.) 

Many kinds of relationships have been dis- 
cussed in the column, including Master/Slave, 
Dominant/Submissive, Daddy/Boy, Trainer/ 
Pup, and even, finally—hurrah and hallelu- 


jah—marriage. 

Some topics that the column dealt with in 
the early issues are still part of the column 
today: Pride, both leather and GLBT (and, 
increasingly, GLBTA, to include our proud 
allies); leather/BDSM/fetish clubs and orga- 
nizations; club runs and parties; and leather 
contests and titleholders, both local and inter- 
national. Fortunately, there is one topic appear- 
ing less often today than in the early days of the 
column: obituaries. 

How has your humble columnist changed? I 
am 500 issues older, I am grayer, and I am becom- 
ing a bit of a curmudgeon (although not as cur- 
mudgeonly as my former leather journalism col- 
league Robert Davolt, blessed be his memory). 

So, what did I get myself into? A recurring 
spot in a really great magazine (both print and 
online; membership in several really great 
communities; and a really interesting, amaz- 
ing—and long-running—ride of a lifetime. Cue 
the Sondheim music: “I’m Still Here." And the 
ride isn't over yet. 

(Now for the inevitable, shameless com- 
mercial plug: many of the articles that have 
been part of this column have been collected in 
my book, Life, Leather and the Pursuit of Happi- 
ness. Published in 2010, the book is available in 
print and e-book versions.) 

Five-hundredth-issue thank-yous go to all 
the people at Lavender over the years who have 
kept the magazine going and allowed it to reach 
this milestone, to everyone who has ever been 
written about in the column, and to everyone 
who has been a part of the leather/BDSM/fe- 
tish and GLBT communities, the communities 
that have given me so much to write about. 

Finally, to my reading audience, in both 
print and digital forms: thanks for reading! в 
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Suffer 
Through 
BigGayNews* 


*#1 Gay News Source on Twitter 


"Your newsreader mispronounces words, 
names, cities, etc." 


“Some find this endearing, but | find 
it annoying." 


"Terrible! Get him some elocution lessons!" 


"The poorly pronounced narration makes it 
impossible to listen to." 


“All you hear is the very poor quality of the 
English language newsreader.” 


Listen to Pierre Tardif's 
"insufferable" delivery 
of BigGayNews on 
iTunes' Podcasts. 


Subscribe on iTunes! 


Kudos to 1 
Linda Raines for 
compiling the top 
5 daily stories! 


400 W. 78th Street | Richfield, MN | 612.866.8832 | www.rbhonda.com 
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SKIRTING THE ISSUES | BY ELLEN KRUG 


Hypocrite 


“Excuse me Miss; which way is the Convention Center?” 

The man had stopped me on an empty street in downtown Minneapo- 
lis on a Friday evening after work. The stranger, whom I quickly guessed 
was early fifty-something, was dressed in a blue polo shirt and carrying a 
large umbrella. He had an expensive-looking watch on his wrist. 

He was also African American. 

I was happy to oblige. I gave directions to the Convention Center and 
even walked him twenty feet to a corner and pointed. “It’s that large red 
building past the third traffic light,” I said. 

The man expressed his appreciation and then offered, “You’re quite 
friendly. Гуе been walking around here for an hour and twenty minutes 
and all I’ve met are rude people. Even police officers and city officials 
were rude when I asked for directions.” 

I wondered why he brought up police officers, but I let the comment pass. 

I next heard, “You don’t seem like you’re a Minnesotan. Where are 
you from?” 

Without thinking, I replied, “Iowa.” 

“Hawkeye or Cyclone?” 

“Hawkeye,” I answered. 

He put out his hand. “My name is Randall,” he said. 

Once more, I instinctively reacted and shook the man’s hand. “I’m Ellie.” 

With that, a request for directions had turned into a conversation, 
something that was starting to feel both awkward and uncomfortable. 

Randall related that he had a bachelor’s degree in something I now can’t 
recall and that he was in town from Los Angeles. “Back there, people are 
very friendly,” he said. He went on. “I’ve heard about that Minnesota nice 
thing, but I don’t think it’s true. Not with the people that I’ve run into here. “ 

For a second, I considered explaining that “Minnesota nice” actually 
means quite the opposite of “nice,” but dropped the thought. That uncom- 
fortable gut feeling was getting stronger and I wanted the conversation to 
end. Still, I didn’t want to be one more rude person to add to this man’s list. 

“Tve been here for six days,” Randall said. 

Oh, I thought. Now I get it. 

With that, a huge alarm bell went off in my head. In a microsecond, I 
added everything up: stopped on the street; overly friendly; offering his 
name and wanting mine; a handshake; and now hearing about how long he’s 
been in a city that’s nothing like back home. I've been here countless times 
before being panhandled for bus money out of town back to someplace else. 

Two and a half minutes after being approached, I reacted. 

“Please don’t ask me for money,” I blurted. 

In response, I saw something totally unexpected. Disgust. Pure and 


plain disgust. 

With me. 

“I don't want your money,” Randall shot back. “I’ve got my own damn 
money," he near yelled as he turned and walked away. 

At that moment, something else flashed through me: shame. Instantly 
I understood this man wasn't panhandling at all. No, he was simply an 
out-of-towner looking for someone to talk to. Someone to be nice to him. 

By the time I realized this, I was already walking in the opposite direction. It 
was too late to do anything about what was clearly a colossal mistake on my part. 

All of this would have been fairly understandable in my mind but for one 
thing: at noon on that very day, I had stood in front of twenty-five court sys- 
tem people and talked about what it means to be transgender. I spoke about 
how loneliness is often an outcome of transitioning genders—many trans 
people lose loved ones and friends because people still don’t understand. 

Most importantly, I talked about needing to “go into the grey” where 
we stop labeling people and instead see one another for exactly what we 
are: humans. I related that trans people are among the most grey people 
you'll find. For folks who think only in black and white, it’s difficult to 
relate to a trans person. 

“The grey is a bumpy place,” I said. “People different than ourselves 
make us uncomfortable. 

Yet, we have to get past the discomfort and be kind to each other,” I lec- 
tured, as if I was some kind of self-appointed expert on the human condition. 

Six hours later, I wasn’t an expert at all. Instead, I was a hypocrite. 

When confronted with the unexpected, I did exactly the opposite 
of what I’ve been telling audiences for months: I resorted to black-and- 
white thinking and thought only of Randall as a panhandler. I labelled 
him without giving it a second thought. 

In doing so, I totally overlooked the fact that Randall was simply a 
human, reaching out to another human, doing precisely what I’ve told 
thousands of people to do. 

And the great Ellie Krug couldn’t even recognize it. 

The shame got worse as I drove toward home. Twenty minutes after 
my life lesson in humanity, I turned the car around and headed back 
downtown. I drove from corner to corner, looking for the black man in a 
blue polo shirt with umbrella. 

I wanted to apologize, to tell Randall that I’m really a better human 
than I appeared. Maybe Га even suggest we get a drink or coffee. 

I never found him. 

It was a lesson ГП never forget. 

Or so this hypocrite hopes. B 
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CLASSIFIEDS 


HOME FURNISHINGS 


COTTAGE HOUSE • An Occasional Market • Next 
sale: ANTIQUE FAIR - AUG. 6, 7, 8, 9, 10. Wed. 
1-7pm， Thur.-Fri. 10am-7pm, Sat.-Sun, 10am- 
брт • 4304 Chicago Ave. S. Minneapolis, MN. 
www.thecottagehousempls.com. 


PERSONALS 


Lesbian seeking sweet Lesbian intimacy companionship. 
Shared values, respect, out when possible, loyal, love, 
honest, church. You and | enjoy or not coffee, smoking, 
wine, beer, moderation. Casual dating now. Harmony, 
stability. I'm 59, young heart. Partner compatibility. Call 
612) 824-4620. 


RENTALS — RESIDENTIAL 


HOUSE FOR RENT - Arts and crafts style home. Two large 
bedrooms, New tile bathroom, lots of woodwork, hardwood 
loors throughout, newly remodeled kitchen with oak 
cabinets and stainless steel appliances. Five blocks to 
Wirth Park. 1/2 block to bus. 718 Queen Ave N. $850+. Joe: 
612) 770-1069 


RESTAURANTS 


Royal Orchid Thai/Asian Cuisine - Voted Best 
Thai Food Twin Cities. Located 4oth/Central 
Northeast. Experience true flavors of Thailand 
with savory Thai curries and fresh made stir-fries. 
www.thebestthaifood.com, facebook.com/royalorchidmn. 
763) 789-9999. 


THERAPEUTIC MASSAGE 


STRONG & RELAXING hands, resulting in bodywork at its 
best! Bruck, MT, DC in South Minneapolis (@ (612) 306-6323. 


Massage & Bodywork - Professional, Trustworthy, and 
Thoughtful Male Therapist Near 42nd & Minnehaha. 
www.tonyschwartzbodywork.com, (612) 202-2531. 


TRAVEL DESTINATIONS 


Join in the fun where you leave your troubles and clothes 
behind. Visit Two Creeks Clothing Optional Campground, 
just north of the Twin Cities. Visit 2Creeks.com or call 
(763) 250-1122. 


WEDDING RESOURCES 


Eagle Trace Golf & Event Center offers couples three 
spectacular wedding venues! Our wedding venues 
include our perfect hidden gem, Mississippi Meadows, 
Charming and Classic Reception Hall and Beachy Pool Side 
Celebration area! 


Visit our Facebook page 
Big Gay Moose Softball Team 


We Are Passionate About 
Your Outdoor Living 


• Landscape Design 

• Full Expert Installation 
• Self-Installation 

(with hands-on support) 


Our experts can help 


NO JUDGMENTS. JUST HELP. 
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QUITPLAN 


c 


ij Messaging and emails 
© FREE PHONE COACHING морг 
Se 


You know the reasons to quit smoking: family, health, money. That’s why the new 
QUITPLAN" Services is just here to help. With free tools to help you quit your own мау: 
Visit quitplan.com or call 1-888-354-PLAN. 
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DATELAND | BY JENNIFER PARELLO 


Outdoor Adventures 


Yesterday, I signed up for a weekend wilderness retreat for women. 
It takes place in October and allows you to select a bunch of activities 
designed to deepen your appreciation for nature. I registered for five 
classes, including a bird watching class! I’ve long suspected that the 
birds in my backyard are plotting some type of conspiracy against me. 
And I want to keep tabs on their scheming. 

"You're an idiot,” my girlfriend responded when I told her that I 
signed us up for the retreat. “Last year you dragged me to Alaska. And 
now this.” 

“But it’s only $200 for five activities!” I trilled. 

“That just proves how stupid lesbians are,” she said. “They force you 
to spend the weekend in nature and then they under-charge for it. Can’t 
we just take the money and buy a decent bottle of champagne and skip 
the nature nonsense? The cavemen lived outdoors and look what hap- 
pened to them.” 

“I don't think it's being organized by lesbians,” I said, studying the 
website. “See, ‘woman’ is spelled in the regular way and not with а “у.” 

My girlfriend rolled her eyes and pointed at a picture on the dE 
"There's a drumming circle. It's a bunch of dykes, you imbecile." 

"But Jesse sent us the invitation, and she's straight," I explained. 

“Jesse is gayer than you are,” she said with a sigh. “Just because she 
hasn't slept with a woman doesn't mean a thing. She's obsessed with 
you; she has season tickets to hockey games; and she's a vegetarian." 

I squinted my eyes and studied the photos of the women on the re- 
treat's website. They were clad in lesbian-like fashions from L.L. Bean 
and Farm and Fleet. They seemed manically happy in each other's com- 
pany and there wasn't a man in sight. 

"It really is getting harder to tell who's a lesbian and who's straight," 


I said. “Remember back in the day when a straight woman went to great 
lengths to avoid looking gay? I remember this big, mannish girl from 
Northern Minnesota. She was built like a refrigerator box. Nothing 
girly about her. Yet she insisted on dressing in pink and pearls just to 
telegraph the fact that she was straight. I didn't realize you could wear 
pastels aggressively until I saw her lumbering down the street in Easter- 
egg colored culottes." 

“Yes, well now it's cool to be a lesbian,” she said. She emphasized 
the word ‘cool’ in the fashion of those anti-drug films we were forced 
to watch in 7th grade health class. “Everyone wants to be one. I blame 
Ellen Degeneres. They think there’s nothing more to being a lesbian 
than dancing around like a fool and wearing sneakers with dress slacks.” 

“How have you become so bitter? You used to love lesbians,” I said. 
"You've certainly slept with enough of them. (She was a musician in the 
late 1980s. ‘Nuff said.) Га think you'd celebrate the fact that straight 
women want to embrace us.” 

“But they're embracing the things I don’t like about lesbians,” she 
said. "The outdoorsy stuff. The endless droning on about sisterhood. The 
mournful folk ballads. The bad haircuts. They don't want to do what's re- 
ally awesome about being a lesbian—which is the sex part. They just want 
to co-opt our freedom and not have sex with their husbands." 

“Well, there is still something straight women do better than lesbi- 
ans," I said, pointing at the website. The outdoor retreat will be taking 
place on the grounds of a luxury resort and spa. There is time devoted 
to facials and massages. 

^We don't have to campout? Pampering is a required activity?" my 
girlfriend exclaimed. “I stand corrected! This thing is being run by 
straight women. OK, sign me up." B 
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Adult 
Megaphone... 
Squirt- PressNet, Ini 


Apparel & Accessories 
Twin Cities Leather & Latte 


Arts & Entertainment 
Hennepin Theatre Trust 
Twin Cities Gay Men's Choru 
Uptown Art Fair.. 
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Automotive 

Hagen's Auto Body. 
Mister Car Was! 
Richfield Bloomington Honda 


Bars & Nightlife 
Liquor Lyles. 


McDonald's Fine Wine & Spirits. 
Sorella Wine & Spirits... 


Casino 

Jackpot Junction. E 
Mystic Lake Casino - SMSC Gaming 
Enterprise... 4 


Computer & Internet 
Cicero Media... 


Education 
Minneapolis Community & Technical 
College 98... 


Event Services 
D'Amico & Partners... 
Lake Elmo Inn Event Center. 
Lancer Catering.. 


Event Venues 
Hazeltine National Golf Club 


Events 

Green Acres... 
Lavender First Thursdays 
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Twin Cities Pride.. 
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Gifts 
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Organizations 
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Nonna Rosa's. 
Northbound Smokehouse Brewpub..... 29 
Rodizio Grill 
Toast Wine Bar & Cafe. 
Uptown Diner, Woodbury Cafe, 
Louisiana Cafe, Grandview Grill 
WA. Frost... 


Sports & Recreation 
Scooterville . 


Tattoo 


Almost Famous..... 


ECig Pod. 
‘Smokeless Smoking. 


Travel & Accommodations 
Loews Hotels & Resorts... 
The Hotel Minneapolis & 
restaurant Max 
Water Street In 


Wedding Resources 
Tending the Soul. 


Zoos 
Minnesota Zoo.... 


A 952.938:8700 
» 763:226.2929 


612746577255 


For other local 
numbers call: 


24/7 Friendly Customer Care 1(888) 634.2628 


FREE to listen 


and reply to ads! 
FREE CODE: Lavender 


1-888-MegaMates 


Join 
for FREE 


Get 5 Days 


Unlimited 
access 


LAVENDERMAGAZINE.COM | 


651:305.27,37 
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THE NETWORK 


ADDICTION & TREATMENT 


FLORAL SHOPS 


HOME SERVICES 


Struggling with 
Addiction? 


Brighten your future – 
Contact us today. 


800-934-7554 
www. pride-institute.com 


NOVUSEass 
> Auto Glass Repair & Replacement Á 


Call us before you call your insurance! 
Convenient Mobile Service 


Brad White 952-288-4829 
www.novusglass.com 


BARBERS 


A New Fashioned Barbershop M 

2920 Bryant Ave S #105 * Minneapolis (7 Жаң ау. 
v 

BarbersOnBryant.com NUS 


Appointments 
Recommended 


DERMATOLOGY 


uptownoskinspg 
dermatology 4 2 P5 
Education 
Experience 


Excellence 
... With a smile. 
Healthy Skin, it's a 
Beautiful Thing! 


1221 W. Lake St., Suite 208, Mpls, MN 55408 
612-455-3200 * www.UptownDermatology.com 


WTOP 


DOCTOR‏ تخ 


Jaime Davis, MD 


EMPLOYMENT 


EXPERIENCED 


ADVERTISING ACCOUNT 
EXECUTIVE WANTED 


Work as a print and/or online 
Advertising Account Executive 


for Lavender Media, leaders 
in GLBT marketing and events. 
Send your cover letter 


and resume to: 
barry@lavendermagazine.com 
No phone calls please. 


80 | LAVENDER | JULY 24-AUGUST 6, 2014 


Ê es of Ба бе 


Your Friendly Neighborhood Florist 


Happy 500th Issue 
LAVENDER! 


651-646-7244 


www.gardenofeva.net 
1585 Marshall Ave, Saint Paul, MN 55104 


GUN SHOPS 


«Fully stocked firearms dealer 

«Indoor shooting facilities 

* Training courses 
Robbinsdale, MN . 763-533-9594 
Circle Pines, MN • 763-792-4867 
Hudson, WI > 715-690-1198 


www.billsGS.com 


HEALTH & WELLNESS 


MN Natural Male 


Always be prepared 
WE offer a natural version of the following products: 
Viagra - 100 MG • Cialis – 100MG 
Kamagra – 100MG Аш edible jelly) 


G 


100% money back guarantee! 
WE offer fast, reliable, discreet ~ 
delivery to mostareas. 一 \ 


Ask for JAY BONE ; 7 " 
612-210-8256 ог тана А 


HOME SERVICES 


651-188-1808 
Small Local Company 
Very best service for 
the very best price. 

www.goodstuffmoving.com 


Serving you for 100 years! ZESNCE 1914 


ODERLIN 


PLUMBING, HEATING & AIR 


612-721-4080 


Serving the entire Twin Cities Area 
Emergency Service Available 


WWW.SODERLIN.COM 


(2 


Licensed, Bonded & Insured 
LICENSE #58002PM & 3272MB 


EE EF 


ARCHITECTURE. 


residential | commercial 


612.870.4081 shelterarchitecture.com 


m 


PLUMBING * HEATING + COOLING 


We're your expert home heating, 
cooling and plumbing company. 
612-424-9349 
upto i dcooling.com 


612-205-5618 


ProHomeRenovating.com 


ecarpentry & remodeling 
e painting & repairs 
eother home maintenance 
eno job is too small 
Gay owned and operated since 1986. 


MATT's TREE SERVICE 


CABLING, PRUNING, & REMOVALS 
LICENSED AND INSURED 


Residential & Commercial Services 
ISA Certified Arborist on Staff 

Tree Removal • Tree Trimming • Chipping • Stump Grinding 
Storm Damage • Lot Clearing * Hedge & Shrub Pruning 
Emerald Ash Borer, Dutch Elm Disease 
and Oak Wilt protection treatments 
25+ yrs. Experience 

Credit Cards accepted 


Office: 612-706-8210 
Cell: 612-998-3157 


e£ 


SOS 


HOMECARE 


RESTORATION • RENOVATION 
MAINTENANCE • REPAIR 
CARPENTRY • KITCHENS • TILING • PLASTERING 
BATHROOM • CONCRETE • DECKS • PATIOS 


FREE ESTIMATES 

Your Complete Professional HomeCare Company 
SOSHOMECAREANDREMODELING.COM 
TODD OR LE] 
612-374-3222 


MN LIC#BC-20270903 


THE NETWORK 


HOME SERVICES 


PSYCHOTHERAPY 


REAL ESTATE 


же — Angiés list. 
І i n ( | | 

OU UJ 
construction inc. 

(t's that easy 


N 


Roofing ~ Windows 
Siding Insulation 
Solar 
JS 


ÎÎ 612-333-SNAP (7827) 


INSURANCE 


BJORN WENDORFF 


INDEPENDENT INSURANCE AGENT 
You DISCOVER OPTIONS WITH 
A FREE QUOTE 

LIFE • HOME e AUTO e BUSINESS 


612-237-8371 


BUORN@CARNEYINSURANCEMN.COM 
BJORNWENDORFF.COM 


|СВЕМЕУ 


Si RVICES 


Coverage that goes far 
beyond the driveway 


Deb Streeter 


Insurance Agency 


952-853-9077 


dstreeter@farmersagent.com 
www.farmersagent.com /dstreeter 


У ы 
FARMERS 


INSURANCE 


An exceptional community 
deserves exceptional service. 


Steve Wolfson 
612-822-1190 


1516 West Lake St., Ste. 203 + Minneapolis 
swolfson@farmersagent.com 


m 


FARMERS 


(763) 591-9990 
Chris Way Agency, Inc. 
christineway.com 


== 
AMERICAN FAMILY 
[INSURANCE | 


07497 9/3 e 


Davina Baldwin | 763.535.4788 
6262 Boone Ave. М. 

Brooklyn Park, MN 55428 
www.davinabaldwin.com 
davina@davinabaldwin.com 

Auto | Home | Life | Health | Business 


Davina M. Baldwin 


Kate Heffelfinger, MA, P.A. 


Licensed Psychologist 
Individual & Couples Therapy 


612.922.9100 
kate_heffelfinger@msn.com 


David Shannon, LICSW 
Psychotherapist 
2324 University Avenue West 
Suite 100 ~ St. Paul 55114 
deshannon@gmail.com 
507-399-3789 (cell) 
GLBTQ Community 
Mental health since 1971 


REAL ESTATE 


COMMUNITY Starts At Home 


Scott Belcher == га f 


612-805-8880 Wroc 
scottbelcher.com 


GäyRealEstate Instant Access to the Nations 


RELOCATING? 
тх 


шы, Top бау & Lesbian Realtors) = | 
f Find Your Perfect Agent Online: h 


www.GayRealEstate.com 


SCOTT HAUBRICH 


BROKER 
612-298-5400 


SCOTT@BUYRENTSELLMN.COM 
WWW.BUYRENTSELLMN.COM 


Call me for your FREE Market Analysis 


Tom Downing 
REALTOR® 

Find a better way home. 

612-244-1104 

TomDowning@edinarealty.com 

ThomasDowning.com 


Edina Realty. 


а Berkshire Hathaway affiliate 


— 
www.thenancywalkerteam.com 
nwalker@cbburnet.com 


SES 612.827.9537 


Lynn 
Коссот 
EDINA REALTY wana 


612•834• 2300 b 
lynnrossom@edinarealty.com 


Diverse properties. 
Diverse clientele. 


612.802.2527 


info@malindalaunert.com 


NAALINDA - 
LAUNERT 


BANKER C3 
BURNET 


р 


SPA SERVICES 


Г, а эм 


Just Гог Me Spa in Historic Stillwater 


* A Spacious Spa & Salon 
Perfect For Getaways, Bridal 
Parties, Corporate Meetings 

* Unique Spa Homes for 

Overnight Stays 


--- 5 * 


VIDEOGRAPHER 


The Videographer 
COMPLETE Professional! DISCREET 


R SVP 20+ Years Experience 


763.561.2648 
www.videobyrsvp.com 


Advertise your business in 


< THE NETWORK 
Call 612-436-4698 
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Community Connection 
brings visibility to local GLBT- 
friendly non-profit organiza- 
tions. To reserve your listing 
in Community Connection, 
call 612-436-4698 or email 
advertising@lavendermaga- 
zine.com. 


ADDICTION & TREATMENT 


Hazelden 

Providing comprehensive treatment, 
recovery solutions. Helping people 
reclaim their lives from the disease 

of addiction. 

PO Box 11 

15251 Pleasant Valley Rd, 

Center City, MN 

(800) 257-7800 


www.hazelden.org 


L.I.F.E. Program (St. Josephs 
Hospital) 

Outpatient treatment, mental health 
services for the LGBT community. 
Suboxone and methadone clients 
welcome. 

45 W. 10th St. 

St. Paul, MN 55102 

(651) 326-3645 


www.healtheast.org 


ADOPTION SERVICES 


Pinehaven Youth and Family 
Services, Inc. 

Foster Care and Adoption 
Agency serving a rainbow color 
of families. Training and support 
provided. 

P.O. Box 667 

Brainerd, MN 56401 (statewide) 
320-630-7340 or 218-821-1480 
www.pinehaven-mn.org 


ADVOCACY 


Rainbow Health Initiative 
Committed to advancing the health 
and wellness of LGBTQ communities 
through research, education and 
advocacy. 

2021 E. Hennepin Ave., Ste. 220 
Minneapolis, MN 55413 

(612) 206-3180 


www.rainbowhealth.org 


AIDS/HIV INFO & TREATMENT 
Aliveness Project, The 
Community Center for Individuals 
Living with HIV/AIDS – On-site 
Meals, Food Shelf and Supportive 
Services. 

3808 Nicollet Ave. S. 
Minneapolis, MN 55409 

(612) 824-LIFE (5433) www. 
aliveness.org 


Minnesota AIDS Project 
AIDSLine 

The AlDSLine is the statewide 
referral service to connect with HIV 
information and resources. 
1400 Park Ave. 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 373-AIDS (metro) or 
(800) 248-AIDS (statewide) 
mapaidsline@mnaidsproject.org 
www.mnaidsproject.org 


COMMUNITY CONNECTION 


Park House 

Day Health / Mental Health 
Treatment Program for Adults Living 
with HIV/AIDS. 

710 E. 24th Street, Suite 303 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 871-1264 
www.allina.com/ahs/anw.nsf/ 
раде/рагк house home 


U of MN HIV Research Studies 
Looking for HIV+ and HIV- 
individuals to participate in research 
studies. 

420 Delaware St. SE 

Minneapolis, MN 55455 

[612] 625-7472 


ivumn.edu 


CONVENTION & VISITORS 
BUREAUS 

Meet Minneapolis 

Convention & Visitor Association. 
Free wedding service available! 
250 Marquette Ave. S., Ste. 1300 
Minneapolis, MN 55401 

(888) 676-6757 


www.minneapolis.org 


BUSINESS ASSOCIATIONS 
Twin Cities Quorum 

Your GLBTQA chamber of 
commerce working to invigorate, 
build and paier tor a diverse 
business community. 

(612) 399-6827 


www.twincitiesquorum.com 


EDUCATION 


William Mitchell College of 
Law 

Minnesota's largest law school. 
Mitchell is known for its focus on 
practical legal education. We call it 
practical wisdom. 

875 Summit Ave. 

St. Paul, MN 55105 
1-(888)-962-5529 


www.wmitchell.edu 


EVENT CENTERS 

American Swedish Institute, 
The 

Luxurious Turnblad Mansion, sleek 
Nelson Cultural Center - perfect 
settings for your next event, big or 
small. 

2600 Park Ave. S. 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 870-3368 


www.asimn.org 


FITNESS 


YWCA of Minneapolis 
Serving men, women and families in 


an inclusive, welcoming environment. 


Locations in Downtown, Uptown, 
Midtown. 

1130 Nicollet Mall 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 215-4118 


www.ywcampls.org 


GLBT HOMELESS YOUTH 


GLBT Host Home Program of 
Avenues for Homeless Youth 
Securing host homes for CLBT youth 
experiencing homelessness. Contact 
us to host or donate. 

1708 Oak Park Ave. N. 
Minneapolis, MN 55411 

(612) 522-1690 


www.GLBTHostHome.org 


HEALTH & WELLNESS 


Fairview Clinics 

More than 40 locations offering 
same-day appointments, 
extended hours and 24/7 
scheduling. 

2450 Riverside Ave. 
Minneapolis, MN 55454 
(855) 324-7843 


www.fairview.org/ clinic 


Family Tree Clinic 

LGBTQ Health Matters at Family Tree! 
Offering respectful, affordable sexual 
health services to meet your needs. 
1619 Dayton Ave. 

St. Paul, MN 

(651) 645-0478 


www.familytreeclinic.org 


HIM Program / Red Door 
Services 

Hennepin County Public Health 
Clinic 

525 Portland Ave. S, 4th Floor 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 348-9100 
www.HlIMprogram.org 
facebook.com/HIMProgram 
www.capsprogram.org 


LIBRARY 

Quatrefoil Library 

Your GLBT Library with stacks of 
DVDs, books, and magazines. 
Check out our online catalogue. 
1220 E. Lake St. 

Minneapolis, MN 55407 

(612) 729-2543 
www.qlibrary.org 


MEDIA & COMMUNICATIONS 


MPR & The Current 

Providing in depth news coverage, 
classical music, and emerging artists 
on our three regional services. 

480 Cedar St. 

St. Paul, MN 55101 

(651) 290-1500 


www.mpr.org 


Radio K 770 

Radio K is the student-run radio 
station of the University o 
Minnesota 

330 21st Ave. S. 

610 Rarig Center 

University of Minnesota 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 625-3500 


www.radiok.org 


MUSEUM 

Minnesota Historical Society 
Sites & Museums 

Make the Minnesota Historical 
Society's 26 historic sites and 
museums part of your 

vacation plans. Like Split 

Rock Lighthouse, Mill City 

Museum, Minnesota History 

Center, Northwest Company Fur Post, 
James J. Hill House and Historic Fort 
Snelling. Тћеу ге located all around 
the state. Learn more at 
www.visitMNhistory.org 


Weisman Art Museum 

Art is everywhere. You just need to 
know where to look. Expand your 
vision. Free admission. 

333 E. River Rd. 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 625-9494 


www.wam.umn.edu 


PERFORMING ARTS 
Children's Theatre Company 
North America’s flagship theatre 
for young audiences and families, 
offering year-round live theatre for 
ages 2-18. 

2400 3rd Ave. S. 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 874-0400 


www.childrenstheatre.org 


Cowles Center for Dance and 
Performing Arts 

The Cowles Center is the Twin 
Cities' flagship for the creation, 
performance, education, and 
celebration of dance. 

528 Hennepin Ave. 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 206-3600 


www.thecowlescenter.org 


Hennepin Theatre Trust 
Orpheum, State, Pantages and New 
Century Theatres 

Twin Cities’ best live entertainment: 
Broadway shows, music concerts, 
comedy, dance and more! 
Minneapolis, MN 

1-800-982-2787 


www.HennepinTheatreTrust.org 


History Theatre 

Musicals and plays about the 
people and events that make up the 
American experience. 

30 E. 10th St. 

St. Paul, MN 

(651) 292-4944 


www.HistoryTheatre.com 


Illusion Theater 

Nationally renowned for 
developing artists and new work 
while sparking conversation about 
challenging human issues. 

528 Hennepin Ave., 8th Fl. 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 339-4944 


www.illusiontheater.org 


Jungle Theater 

Professional theater producing 
contemporary and dassie works 

in an intimate setting in the Lynlake 
neighborhood. 

2951 Lyndale Ave. S. Minneapolis, 
MN 


(612) 822-7063 


www.JungleTheater.com 


Minnesota Orchestra 

Enriching, inspiring and serving our 
community as a symphony orchestra 
internationally recognized for 
artistic excellence. 

1111 Nicollet Mall 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 371-5656 

(800) 292-4141 


www.minnesotaorchestra.org 


Mixed Blood Theatre 

Professional, multiracial company, 

promotes cultural pluralism through 

artistic excellence and Radical 

Hospitality no-cost admission 
rogram. 

1501 S. 4th St. 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 338-0937 


www.mixedblood.com 
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Northrop - University of 
Minnesota 

An epicenter of discovery and 
transformation celebratin 
innovation in the arts, pertormance, 
and academics. 

84 Church St. SE 

Minneapolis, MN 55414 

(612) 625-6600 


northrop.umn.edu 


Ordway Center for the 
Performing Arts 

Hosting, presenting, and creatin 
performing arts and онај 
programs that enrich diverse 
audiences. 

345 Washington St. 

St. Paul, MN 

(651) 224-4222 


www.ordway.org 


She Rock She Rock 

Music camps, classes, and 
supportive performance 
opportunities for female, trans and 
gender non-conforming folks. 
5115 Excelsior Blvd. #316 
Minneapolis, MN 55416 
jenny@sherocksherock.com 
www.sherocksherock.com 


Theater Latté Da 

Exploring and expanding the art 
of musical theater under the artistic 
direction of Peter Rothstein. 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 339-3003 


www.latteda.org 


Twin Cities Gay Men’s Chorus 
An award-winning chorus that builds 
community through music and offers 
entertainment worth coming out for! 
528 Hennepin Ave., Suite 307 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 339-SONG (7664) 
chorus@tcgmc.org 

www.tcgmc.org 


PET SERVICES 

Animal Humane Society 
Adoption, rescue, outreach, 
training, boarding. Buffalo, Coon 
Rapids, Golden Valley, St. Paul and 
Woodbury. 

(763) 522-4325 


www.animalhumanesociety.org 


POLITICS & RIGHTS 

Human Rights Campaign 
Advocates for all GLBT Americans, 
mobilizes grassroots action, invests 
strategically to elect fair-minded 
individuals. 

P.O. Box 50608 

Minneapolis, MN 
www.twincities.hrc.org 
www.hre.org 


OutFront Minnesota 

Delivering programs/services in the 
area of public policy, anti-violence, 
education, training and law. 

310 E. 38th St., Ste. 204 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 822-0127 


www.outfront.org 


COMMUNITY CONNECTION 


PRIDE 


Twin Cities Pride 

The third-largest national Pride 
celebration seeks sponsors, 
volunteers, and board members. 
Contact us today. 

2021 E. Hennepin Ave., Ste. 460 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 255-3260 


www.tcpride.org 


RELIGIOUS & SPIRITUAL 
All God's Children 
Metropolitan Community 
Church 

A radically inclusive community 
мена ЕН being All God's 
Children FOR all God's children! 
3100 Park Ave. S. 

Minneapolis, MN 55407 

(612) 824-2673 


www.agcmcc.org 


Central Lutheran Church 

We welcome all people to discover, 
celebrate and share the love of 
Christ. 

333 Twelfth St. S. 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 870-4416 


www.centralmpls.org 


Edina Community Lutheran 
Church 

Upbeat, growing congregation 
committed to melusion justice, 
peace, community and proclaiming 
God's YES to all. 

4113 W. 54th St. 

Edina, MN 

(952) 926-3808 

www.eclc.org 

First Christian Church - Disciples 
of Christ 

A Movement for Wholeness In A 
Fragmented World. 

610 W. 28th St. 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 870-1868 


www.fecminneapolis.org 


Hennepin Avenue United 
Methodist Church 

It's a new day at Hennepin 
Church! Vibrant Worship. Authentic 
Hospitality. Beloved Community. 
511 Groveland Ave. 

511 Groveland Ave. 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 871-5303 


www.hennepinchurch.org 


The House of Hope 
Presbyterian Church 

A Covenant Network Congregation 
welcoming all people. 

797 Summit Ave. 

St. Paul, MN 

(651) 227-6311 


www.hohchurch.org 


Mayflower Communi 
Congregational United Church 
of Christ 

An open and affirming, peace with 
justice church welcomes you. 

106 E. Diamond Lake Rd. (I-35 & 
Diamond Lake Rd.) 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 824-0761 


www.mayflowermpls.org 


Plymouth Congregational 
Church, Minneapolis 
Spiritual, Loving, Relevant, 
Transforming. 

Find us on Facebook and Twitter 
1900 Nicollet Ave. at Franklin 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 871-7400 
www.plymouth.org 


St. Mark's Episcopal Cathedral 
Wherever you are on your faith 
journey... 

St. Mark's Welcomes You. 

519 Oak Grove St. Minneapolis, 
MN 

(612) 870-7800 


www.ourcathedral.org 


The Episcopal Church of 
Gethsemane 

Historic Building, Progressive Faith 
905 Ath Ave. S. 

Minneapolis, MN 55404 

(612) 332-5407 


amindtowork.org 


United Methodist Reconciling 
Churches 

Congregations around Minnesota 
that intentionally welcome all 
people regardless of sexual 
orientation or gender idenity. 
www.mnrcumc.org 


Westminster Presbyterian 
Church 

А covenant network congregation, 
working toward a church as 
generous and just as God's grace. 
Nicollet Mall at 12th St. 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 332-3421 


www.westminstermpls.org 


SOCIAL ORGANIZATIONS 
Minneapolis Movie Bears 
Social networking organization 
catering to the GLBT community for 
movies, theater, games and fun. 
2830 W. 70 1/2 St. 

Richfield, MN 55423 

(612) 327-5340 


www.minneapolismoviebears.com 


SPORTS & RECREATION 

Twin Cities Goodtime Softball 
League (TCGSL) 

Join 500 GLBT softball players 

as we celebrate 30 years of gay 
softball in Minnesota. 

P.O. Box 580264 

Minneapolis, MN 

www.tcgsl.org 


TRAVEL 


Afton Area Business 
Association 

Explore Afton. Enjoy a day or 
weekend away. Historic Rivertown. 
Dining, Shopping, Lodging, Skiing, 
Golf, Events, Weddings. 

PO Box 102 

Afton, MN 55001 

(651) 436-8883 


www.exporeafton.com 


Discover Stillwater 

The perfect day trip...or weekend 
getaway! Historic Rivertown. 
Birthplace of Minnesota. Minutes 
from Twin Cities. Shop/Dine/ 
Cruise/Nightlife. Stay overnight! 
Stillwater/Oak Park Heights 
Convention & Visitors Bureau 
705 Harriet Dr. 

Stillwater, MN 55082 
(651)-351-1717 


www.DiscoverStillwater.com 


Minneapolis Northwest CVB 
7100 Northland Circle, Ste. 102 
Minneapolis, MN 55428 

(763) 566-7722 

mplsnw.com 

into@mplsnw.com 

Located minutes from downtown 
Minneapolis. Popular destination 
for abundant shopping, unique 
restaurants, and FREE Parking. 


Visit Marshall In Southwest MN 
Easy couples getaway. Three hours 
from the Twin Cities. Lots of locally 
owned shops and restaurants. 

317 W. Main St. 

Marshall, MN 

(507) 537-1865 
www.visitmarshallmn.com 
info@visitmarshallmn.com 


2005 

Minnesota Zoo 

Open year-round. More than 2,400 
animals to explore. 

Numerous special events. 

13000 Zoo Blvd. 

Apple Valley MN 

(952) 431-9200 


WWw.mnzoo.org 
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OUR VOICES 


THROUGH THESE EYES | BY JUSTIN JONES 


Dandelion 


The Milky Way was real and dizzying and 
fantastic. Good luck counting the stars. They 
aren't as lonely as those above Aunt Sandy's. 

You told me that I belonged up there some- 
where, to shine among them, I said you'd shine 
brighter, and you said, “horse shit.” 

We stared at the sky and at each other, for 
the first time not playing or thinking or loving. 
Meditation for adolescents, we'd call it. 

And a godlike voice echoes through the 
heavens: 

"Justin, what the hell are you doing?" 

'The stars rearrange to form the face of Mr. 
Dingle, a sadistic science teacher as wide as 
he is tall; the rest of the universe dissolves into 
his seventh grade Introduction to Astronomy 
class. Inside my textbook is a leaf of notebook 
paper on which I've written the text above—a 
love letter to Joshua, who sits at the front of the 
class and has pretty yellow hair and wears too 
much cologne. 

Mr. Dingle snatches my letter, which I've 
thankfully left unaddressed, and looks down 
at it through the eyeglasses at the end of his 
nose. He smells like moth balls and Old Spice 
and has the voice of someone with an inces- 
sant need to clear his throat. 

“Mr. Jones,” he addresses the class as ће 
walks with my letter to the front of the room. 
My pulse quickens. ^Mr. Jones has written a 
letter Га like him to read aloud." 

Mr. Dingle—stupid name—takes off his 
glasses and throws them on his messy desk. 
He looks at me, almost licking his lips over 
thoughts of my impending torture. He sits on 
the edge of his desk and crosses his legs into 
an awkward position that almost causes him to 
fall. He retries, fails, and decides to stand. 

“Mr. Jones, please humor us." He waves 


my letter through the air. “Ог should 7 read 
it?" He's holding the paper in the wrong place 
for the dramatic effect he's after, too far off to 
the side. It folds in on itself when the wind is 
against it. I imagine he thinks his presentation 
is smoother than it looks. 

My ears start burning and my stomach 
knots. My classmates stare at me. To them, I 
am the quiet and strange nerd, too awkward to 
befriend and too bad at science to cheat from. 
But they don't know me. They don't under- 
stand. I’m not a nerd and I’m not quiet. At least 
not inside my head. I'm a romantic, a secret 
admirer, a busy seeker of things they're too im- 
mature to know exist. 

I want to say something witty or even ob- 
scene to Mr. Dingle, to put the class on my 
side, but I'm already stuttering and I haven't 
said anything. I can't be here. My palms are 
sweaty. My lower lip quivers and my eyes 
start watering. I can't catch my breath and I 
want to die. 

Ilook at Joshua. He stares at me with the 
rest of the class and shares their anticipation. 
What will the quiet and strange boy do? 

I stand up from my chair. The world is 
spinning. I can barely see through my tears. 
I have no idea what I'm going to do, or what 
I should be doing. I want to scream, but that 
would be too strange. I want to curse at Mr. 
Dingle but I'm flustered and have no ammuni- 
tion. So I run. 

I run into the hall and past the lockers. I 
run outside and through patches of dandeli- 
ons. I run to the “huts”—what we call class- 
room trailers used for overflow—and slide into 
the dirt behind one, watching sand swirl up 
into my wake. 

Туе just confirmed to my peers that I’m not 


only quiet and strange, but downright weird. 
Word will spread quickly about “that kid in 
science class” who literally stood up to, but 
ultimately ran away—crying —from Mr. Astro 
Dick. I’ve squashed my chances at friendship 
and will accept the mantle of punching bag du 
jour. 

Out here is where I belong. In the weeds, 
by the huts. I’m social poison, a prepubescent 
pariah, something to be kept from “normal” 
adolescence. I’m different, and not in a good 
way. I’m shy. I’m queer. 

I feel my cheeks burning. I’m so angry I’m 
hopeless. I fold my legs under me, crying, dig- 
ging my fingers into the dirt, looking around 
me and hating everything I see: stupid huts, 
stupid school, stupid trees, stupid ground, stu- 
pid...dandelions? I spot a cluster of them near- 
by, maybe half a dozen, and scan the rest of 
the landscape for more. They’re everywhere— 
hundreds, maybe thousands—far more than 
I've ever noticed. Our school can barely afford 
electricity, let alone ground maintenance, so 
dandelions, queers of the plant world, are left 
on their own. They're gorgeous en masse. To 
me, anyway. 

“JUSTIN JONES," says the school-wide 
intercom. My name comes with an almost 
obnoxious amount of background static, as if 
someone's blowing into the mic. “Report to the 
principal's office immediately." Whatever. 

Ilean back and snap up a mature dandelion, 
one past yellow. It's covered in feathery seeds, 
several dozen or more, each one vulnerable 
to the elements but indelicate, strong enough 
not only to survive, but to persist. To thrive. 
То grow. 

I purse my lips, take a deep breath, and 
blow it all away. B 
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